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250 PRIESTS BREAK WITH ROME 


URTHER REPORTS from Ven- 

ezuela confirm that as many as 
250 priests there have severed con- 
nections with Rome and have set up 
their own independent “Venezuelan 
Apostolic Church.” 

This is a serious blow to the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, since it means 
that almost one-third of all the 
priests in a Catholic country have 
broken from its jurisdiction. Accord- 
ing to Father John J. Considine’s re- 
cent book, “Call For Forty Thou- 
sand” (priests), the total number of 
priests in Venezuela is 800. 

Archbishop Lucas Guillermo Cas- 
tillo of Caracas has formally excom- 
municated Father Luis Fernando 
Castillo Mendez and three other 
priests who are leaders of the move- 
ment. Father Mendez is a young 
priest only 24 years old, according to 
the N. Y. Times’ report of last March 
9, which states that he recently noti- 
fied “the Interior Ministry that he 
had founded the new Church and had 
been elected Bishop of Caracas by 
250 fellow priests.” On instructions 
from the Archbishop, however, “Min- 
ister of the Interior Mario Vargas 
ordered Federal police to take meas- 
ures to prevent Castillo Mendez from 
wearing the vestments or insignia of 


a Bishop of the ‘new Church’” In 
his decree of excommunication the 
Archbishop accused these priests of 
“violating fundamental dogmas of the 
Roman Catholic Church and holding 
concepts blasphemous and offensive 
to the person and authority of Pope 
Pius XII.” All Catholics were warn- 
ed that they, too, would be excom- 
municated if they supported the new 
movement in any way. 

According to El Tempo, leading 
daily newspaper of Bogota, Colom- 
bia, of last February 26, Bishop 
Carlos Duarte, former Roman Cath- 
olic Bishop in Brazil who recently 
broke from Rome and founded an in- 
dependent Church there, will conse- 
crate Father Mendez as the new 
Bishop of Caracas. It will be instruc- 
tive for American Roman Catholics 
and Protestants alike to hear if the 
police forces of Venezuela will con- 
tinue to carry out the orders of the 
Roman Catholic Church to deny free- 
dom of religion to those 250 priests 
and their bishop and followers. 

Our hope is that these 250 priests 
who have turned away from Rome 
will turn fully to Christ and make of 
their Church an instrument for the 
evangelization of their people. A 
Protestant Reformation is long over- 
due in all Latin-American countries. 
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"SATAN IN TOP HAT 
CONDEMNED 


RANZ VON PAPEN, sinister 

Nazi diplomat who brought Hit- 
ler to power, was sentenced by a Ger- 
man court to eight years’ hard labor 
and confiscation of all his personal 
wealth last February 24. He had 
escaped conviction by the Interna- 
tional War Crimes Tribunal at Nur- 
emberg last October. 


Von Papen was a pillar of the 
Catholic Church in Germany and co- 
signer with Pope Pius XII of the 
Hitler-Vatican Concordat in 1933. 
Saved the embarrassment of having 
his friend and go-between with Hitler 
hanged at Nuremberg, the Pope will 
now have to drink bitter tea in seeing 
Von Papen, Papal nobleman though 
he is, imprisoned and degraded by a 
court of his own countrymen. 


The Pope cannot plead ignorance 


of the character of Von Papen, who 
was known to the whole world as an 
evil and sinister schemer against the 
freedom of the German people and 
the peoples of democratic countries. 
He has well been styled “Satan in 


Top Hat.” As an official of the Ger- 
man Embassy in Washington in the 
first years of World War I, he was 
implicated in the ‘Black Tom Ex- 
plosion’ of munition ships in the New 
Jersey docks. Pope Pius XII, who 
spent twelve years as Papal Nuncio 
in Germany after the first World 
War, and was known as “the best- 
informed diplomat in the Reich,” 
negotiated with Von Papen after that, 
and must have known, too, how he 
falsified President Hindenburg’s will 
that gave Hitler dictatorial powers 
over the German nation. During his 
recent trial, Von Papen tried to deny 
this but after being proved a perjurer 
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broke down and cried because he was 
found out. 

Next to juggling the aged Hinden- 
burg’s will, Von Papen’s master- 
stroke that clinched Hitler’s accept- 
ance as ruler of Germany by the 
whole world, was the Concordat he 
arranged and signed with Pope Pius 
XII, then Cardinal Pacelli and Papal 
Secretary of State. Von Papen was 
then able to boast to the world: “The 
Third Reich is the first power, which 
not only recognizes, but puts into 
practice the high principles of the 
Papacy.” 

Were it not that the American 
people have short memories, the Ro- 
man Catholic Church would take a 
long time to live down this incrimi- 
nating record. 


JESUITS TRAIN ARAB LEADERS 


"THE JESUITS continue to culti- 
vate the Arabs in the Near East, 
and their Baghdad College in the 
valley of the Tigris and the Eu- 
phrates is a center from whence their 
influence radiates throughout all the 
Near East. “The influence of Bagh- 
dad College,” says the Catholic 
Register of last February 23, “ex- 
tends almost everywhere in the an- 
cient valley of the Tigris and Eu 
phrates. The sons of powerful sheiks, 
ex-prime ministers, cabinet members, 
and government officials received 
their education at this institution and 
they have great devotion to the 
Jesuits of New England who run it.” 
The front page of this issue of the 
Register, which is published in 43 
States, shows a picture of Sheik Mo- 
hammed Al-Suhail talking with Jesuit 
Father Madaras, rector of the college. 
Over the picture is the caption: 
“Jesuits Train Iraq Leaders.” 
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The Jesuits are the watchdogs of 
the Papacy and the makers of its 
policies. They are to be found espe- 
cially in those vital spots where ten- 
sions between nations are greatest. Of 
particular importance just now is the 
Middle East where Russia is strain- 
ing for an outlet to the Mediter- 
ranean, and where Britain is losing 
its grip on its life-line of Empire. It 
is a trouble-spot where Jew and Arab 
are locked in combat, rich in oil fields, 
and on which are focused the eyes of 
Russia, England, the United States— 
and the Vatican. 
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IS THIS FAIR? 


A ROMAN Catholic priest in Yugo- 

slavia, Dr. Nikola Bilogrivitch, was 
sentenced to be shot last February 
11, because he had taken part in the 
forced conversion of Orthodox Ser- 
bians to the Roman Catholic Church. 
As the N. Y. Times’ dispatch from 
Belgrade on that date puts it: “The 
priest, Dr. Nikola Bilogrivitch, was 
sentenced to be shot on the charge of 
having participated in the forcible 
conversion of members of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church.” 

Hundreds of Roman Catholic priests 
in Yugoslavia have been executed for 
this reason and for having taken part 
in the atrocities of Pavelitch’s Ustashi 
‘Crusaders.’ Two hundred Franciscan 
priests and monks alone were killed in 
the monastery of Siroki Brijeg, which 
they had turned into a fortress to re- 
sist the liberating forces of the par- 
tisans after the collapse of Hitler’s 
regime in 1945. 

American Protestants are shocked 
to hear of priests being shot and killed 
in this way, and some are even dis- 
posed to call it ‘religious persecution.’ 
But, no matter how much we may 
shudder to think of it, justice de- 
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mands that the crimes of these priests 
be also weighed in the balance. It is 
more revolting still to think of a priest 
forcing people to become Catholics at 
the point of a bayonet, in taking part 
in the slaughter of thousands of men, 
women and children, because they re- 
fuse to join the Roman Catholic 
Church. Should the culprits escape 
punishment for these crimes, just be- 
cause they are ordained priests? 
American democratic justice would 
emphatically answer no. 


7 7 ? 


RELIGIOUS "SCRAP IRON’ 


ACTUAL TEXT of the article 
concerning Catholic Church-State 
relations in the new draft Constitution 
for Italy, as voted by the committee 
of the Constituent Assembly, is as 
follows (quoted from the London 
Catholic Tablet of last January 2): 

“The State and the Roman Cath- 
olic Church are independent and 
sovereign bodies. Their relations 
are governed by the Lateran Treat- 
ies. Any modification of those Treat- 
ies accepted on both sides shall not 
necessitate a constitutional revision, 
but shall be submitted to the nor- 
mal procedure for revision.” 

Thus the Lateran Pact between 
Mussolini and Pope Pius XI in 1929, 
which gave the green light to Fascist 
aggression, is confirmed and will prob- 
ably be made a part of the Constitu- 
tion of the so-called Republic of Italy. 
As in Mussolini’s Fascist Italy, there 
will be no legal guarantee of religious 
freedom for Protestants. Roman 
Catholicism will again be the official 
religion of the State, this time under 
the aegis of a Republic. 

Britain and the United States are 
backing this, as they backed it in 
Mussolini’s time. The 100 million 
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dollars that Premier Gasperi brought 
back with him from the United States 
last January had no condition attached 
to it that would have safeguarded 
democratic freedoms in Italy, especial- 
ly freedom of worship, which is basic 
to our whole American outlook. It 
was to preserve this that Americans 
fought bloody and costly battles 
against Mussolini’s regime throughout 
the entire length of the Italian pen- 
insula. 

Recently an anti-clerical editor in 
Italy was sentenced to jail by the ap- 
plication of one of Mussolini’s press- 
gag laws. Another newspaper was en- 
tirely suppressed even without re- 
course to law at all. Some of the 
caricatures of the Pope and his priests 
which they published were of a purely 
political nature; others, that touched 
on the morals of the clergy, were no 
worse than those to be found in Boc- 
caccio and Dante, whose books can 
be had at any cut-rate drug store in 
America. 

Our support of these repressive 
measures, backed up by our munifi- 
cent loan of $100,000,000, would in- 
dicate to the many Fascists and re- 
actionaries who look to the Vatican 
for revenge against us some day, that 
we are on their side, and against the 
struggling forces of democracy and 
freedom that we fought the war to 
bring into existence in Italy. 


EDITOR IN ENGLAND 


Look out for an account of his tour in our 
June issue. 


CHRIST'S MISSION 
CONFERENCE 


ROM MAY 25 to 28, ex-priests and 
others on the staff of Christ's Mission 

will hold a four-day conference at Calvary 
Baptist Church in New York City. Large 
attendances are expected, and it is our 
hope that this conference will make our 
work better known, will gain more sup- 


people 
ually dying world. 

The following speakers will address the 
meetings: L. H. Lehmann, John J. Kelley, 
William E. Burke, A. Caliandro. 

We urge all our readers in and through- 
out the New York metropolitan area to be 
sure to attend at least one meeting. First 
meeting will be at 3 P. M., Sunday, May 


HIEROCRACY vs. DEMOCRACY 


HERE IS a warning by the late 
President Woodrow Wilson which 
is most timely today: 
“Our liberties are safe until the 
memories and experiences of the 
past are blotted out and the May- 
flower with its band of pilgrims 
forgotten; until our public-school 
system has fallen into decay and 
the Nation into ignorance; until 
legislators have resigned their func- 
tions to ecclesiastical powers and 
their prerogatives to priests.” 
—from The Public Papers of 
WOODROW WILSON 
(Authorized Edition), Part |, 
Vol. |, p. 62. 
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HOW WE ARE SANCTIFIED 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


ANCTIFICATION, in the true 
Christian sense, means a setting 
apart, or a separation to, and indi- 
cates a new place occupied. The 
sinner is separated by the Spirit of 
God to the working of holiness by 
the divine law of growth, not by hu- 
man merit. It has nothing to do with 
feelings or experiences, but is a con- 
formity of the will to God’s will by 
His spirit. “This is the will of God, 
even your sanctification” (1 Thess. 
4:3). 


NOT A ‘LAUNDERING’ PROCESS 

In Roman Catholic teaching, sanc- 
tification, like everything else in its 
theology, is an external process de- 


pendent upon the works of the sinner 
using the seven sacraments of the 
Church as his only means of obtain- 
ing grace. These seven sacraments 
are pictured as seven channels of grace 
in which the sinner must wash his 
soul from sin, so that when he dirties 
it again, he has to return for another 
washing. 

Nothing could be farther from the 
truth of Christian teaching than this 
crude “laundering process” that is 
taught to the Catholic people as the 
only way in which they can become 
holy. It is poles apart from what 
is taught in the Scriptures which make 
it clear, before everything else, that 
holiness is the entering into a new life 
by an act of God, which is good for- 
ever. The Prophet Jeremiah tells us 
that not even a cleanser as strong as 
potassium nitrate can wash a soul 
from sin: “For though thou wash 
thee with nitre, and take thee much 


soap, yet thine iniquity is marked be- 
fore me saith the Lord God” (Jer. 2: 
22). 

Sanctification is not a mere imitation 
of Christ, but an identification with 
Him, and, as a consequence, an as- 
similation to Him. It is a relation- 
ship rather than a quality, a condi- 
tion, not a characteristic, a union, not 
an attribute. “Your life is hid with 
Christ in God” (Col. 3:3). “We are 
in Him that is true’ (1 John 5: 20); 
“He that sanctifieth and they that are 
sanctified .are all of one” (Heb. 2:11). 

Rev. Linus Riordan, a Roman 
priest, in a series of articles on holi- 
ness in the Catholic Register last 
November, defines holiness as “near- 
ness to God,” which is attained only 
“in direct proportion to the manner 
in which they [Catholics] follow the 
Church’s dogmas and counsels; obey 
her commandments, attend Mass, and 
receive the sacraments.” Continuing, 
he describes holiness as a “ray” from 
the Church : “To draw men more 
quickly to that Church, He willed that 
there should shine forth from His 
Church a ray so brilliant that if men 
follow the path that it lights they 
will find the source of salvation, the 
true Church. That ray is holiness.” 

The glaring illogicality of this 
teaching of the Catholic Church con- 
cerning salvation, sanctification and 
forgiveness of sins, can easily be seen 
from the fundamental fact of the 
Scripture teaching that, in the first 
place, man must have life before he 
can act at all in a spiritual way. “We 
thus judge,” says Paul, in strict logic, 
“that if one died for all, then were all 
dead” (2 Cor. 5:14). Sanctification 
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is a function of a live man, not some- 
thing that is applied to one spiritual- 
ly dead, and which leaves him still 
dead after its application. All hu- 
manity and its acts are nothing but 
vanity before God and without any 
value whatsoever in His sight except 
it be created anew in Christ Jesus: 
“As many as received him, to them 
gave He the power to become the sons 
of God...” (John 1: 12). 

Adam is dead. God’s standard of 
holiness has slain him and all his chil- 
dren. The most beautiful natural life 
ever lived cannot begin to measure up 
to the holy requirements of God. 
Adam and his sons cannot be re- 
newed, patched up, or made over by 
any human means—even by a Church 
with seven sacraments and its claim 
to exclusive existence by divine right. 

As in other matters, Catholic 
Church teaching about sanctification 
throws us off balance by confusing 
that which is of the earth, earthy, with 
what should be the new man in 
Christ. It confuses the earthen vessel 
with the treasure that should be in it. 
The earthen vessel—“the image of the 
earthy”—is never sanctified; the trea- 
sure within is forever sanctified. In 
other words, we are not sanctified as 
sons of Adam, but as “sons of God.” 
On the earth side, we are told: “Jf 
we say that we have no sin, we de- 
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us” (1 John 1:8). On the spiritual 
side we can exult in the fact that: “We 
know that whosoever is born of God 
sinneth not” (1 John 5: 18). 
SANCTIFICATION AS ‘ABSOLUTE 

POSITION’ 

As an act of God, sanctification is a 
fixed condition of the creature that 
is assimilated to Christ. “Justification 
is organically connected with sanctifi- 
cation; grace the supreme motive of 
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obedience,” says Bishop H. C. G. 
Moule in his commentary on the 
book of Romans in the Cambridge § 
Bible for Schools and Colleges. Man, 
by nature guilty and defiled, is by the 
one and the same act both justified 
and sanctified. By virtue of the blood 
of Christ,God has declared men 
righteous and called men holy. Faith 
in Christ places us forever among the 
saints—“Among them which are 
sanctified by faith that is in me” 
(Acts 26:18). The justified man is a 
sanctified man. “Those whom he pre- 
destined, them he has also called; and 
those whom he has called, them he 
has also justified, and those whom he 
justified, them he has also glorified” 
(Rom.: 8:30). 

This justification and sanctification 
go hand in hand with forgiveness 
which, for this reason, is not, as in 
Roman Catholic teaching, a period- 
ical laundering of the soul by the 
absolution of a priest in confession, 
but the gift of a whole new soul won 
by the offering of Christ. Since that 
offering of Christ is perfect and final, 
the forgiven sinner is made perfect in 
holiness before God. The forgiven 
man is a sanctified man. 

Sir Robert Anderson, in his valu- 
able work, “The Gospel and Its Min- 
istry, puts it this way: 

“Perfection is the only standard 
that can avail with God; and full pro- 
vision has been made, not only to 
make us, but to keep us, perfect.” 

“We stand at an immeasurable dis- 
tance from all the low thoughts of 
God, and light views of sin, that alone 
can lend an air of plausibility to such 
a delusion that any cultivation of 
piety, or attainment in sanctity, can 
ever give us the right to seek his pre- 
sence, or fitness to be there. It is only 
and altogether in virtue of the blood 
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of Christ that the saintliest saint on 
earth can hold fellowship with God. 
A higher title is impossible, and no 
lower will avail.” 

“No change of scene can add virtue 
to the blood of Christ, therefore 
heaven itself can add nothing to the 
holiness in which we stand by reason 
of that blood. No holy living upon 
earth can add to the intrinsic perfect- 
ness of Christ Himself.” 

The individual thus forgiven and 
sanctified is the passive recipient of a 
work performed — not by any Pope, 
bishop, priest or Church— but by 
Him who alone can free us from the 
law of sin and death. “But of him are 
ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is 
made unto us wisdom, and righteous- 
ness, and sanctification and redemp- 
tion” (I Cor. 1:30). 


SANCTIFICATION AS A ‘WALK’ 


As forgiven, justified and sanctified 
forever, the believer is then, and then 
only, in a position to be governed by 
divine motives, applied by grace, to 
yield his members unto holiness. This 
new position entails new obligations: 
“The Love of Christ constraineth us” 
—that henceforth we should not live 
unto ourselves but unto Him (2 Cor. 
5: 14-15). There is no stronger mo- 
tivating force than the love of God. 
Having been absolutely sanctified, the 
Christian will continue in holiness, as 
he continues to grow in grace. He is 
a new creature in Christ, a partaker 
of the divine nature, and thus can 
walk the path of holiness. This prac- 
tical aspect of holiness is the logical 
sequence of the fixed or positional 
aspect of it. If we are fixed in this 
new position, we shall have a “new 
walk ” 


Just as works are the effect, not the 
cause of salvation, so sanctification 
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will produce a holy walk, not a holy 
walk produce sanctification, as Roman 
Catholic teaching insists. Sanctifica- 
tion makes us citizens of heaven, but 
we haven’t yet reached home. As a 
result, the walk may become defiled. 
In Ephesians 5, Paul explains how 
we must walk as “followers of God.” 
Only the saints, blessed with all 
spiritual blessings in Christ, could be 
so exhorted. God never exhorts the 
unbeliever to holiness. Only the man 
in Christ can have “understanding 
what the will of the Lord is.” 


In his effort to explain this true 
Christian aspect of sanctication Saint 
Augustine bubbled over into his seem- 
ingly paradoxical aphorism: “Ama 
Deum et fac quod vis’—‘Love God 
and do as you like.” Both Saint Augus- 
tine and Martin Luther held that a 
Christian is so sanctified in the abso- 
lute sense, by God’s act, that irrespec- 
tive of his natural tendencies, he cannot 
but live and act “as becometh holy 
persons.” “He that saith he abideth 
in him ought himself also to walk 
even as he walked” (1 John 2:6). 
For this “walking even as He walked” 
is not a straining after perfection in 
the flesh, but the working through us 
of God’s work in us. Luther saw so 
clearly the uselessness of the Catholic 
medieval teaching about sanctifica- 
tion and of the straining after the 
flesh and being made “holy” by the 
“sacrifice of the Mass,” and by par- 
taking of the seven sacraments, that 
he cried out: 

“Man’s folly, however is so prodi- 
gious that, instead of embracing the 
message of grace with its guarantee 
of the forgiveness of sin for Christ’s 
sake, man finds himself more laws to 
satisfy his conscience. ‘If I live,” 
says he, ‘I'll mend my life. I will do 
this, I will do that. Man, if you don’t 
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do the very opposite, if you don’t 
send Moses with the Law back to 
Mount Sinai and take the hand of 
Christ, pierced for your sins, you will 
never be saved. 

“When the Law drives you to the 
point of despair, let it drive you a 
little farther, let it drive you straight 
into the arms of Jesus who says: 
‘Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” (Commentary on Galatians) . 

Paul put it more clearly still (Phil. 
2:13): “For it is God that worketh 
in you both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure.” 

In Cambridge Bible Notes, page 93 
of the commentary on 1 Thessalon- 
ians by Geo. G. Findlay, we read: 

“God's will and our consecration to 
Him are the double reason for leading 
a chaste life; and these two reasons are 
one, the latter springing out of the 
former. 

“Holy is the single word which by 
itself denotes the Divine Character, as 
it is revealed to us in its moral trans- 
cendence, in the awfulness and glory 
oj its absolute perfection, raised in- 
finitely above all that is earthly and 
sinful. Now it is the character of God 
that constitutes His right to the conse- 
cration of those to whom He is te- 
vealed. Our sanctification is the ac- 
knowledgment of God’s claim upon us 
as the Holy One Who made us. This 
involves our assimilation to His na- 
ture. In Him, first the character, then 
the claim; in us, first the claim admit- 
ted, then the character impressed.” 


It can easily be seen that this true 
teaching of Christian sanctification 
can have no place in Roman Catholic 
theology. For it would switch sinners 
from dependence on the Church, with 
its dogmas, counsels and command- 
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ments, as Father Riordan, above 
quoted, requires, to complete and con- 
stant yielding to God through Christ. 


This would soon deprive the Church, 
as a system of power, of its profitable 
control over its millions of lost souls. 


OUR COOPERATION 


As former priests of that Church, 
converted, as Paul was, to the min- 
istry of God’s Word and Truth in all 
its fullness, we cannot too strongly 
emphasize that the work of our sal- 
vation and sanctification is the Lord's, 
both positionally and continually. 
From God’s point of view our sancti- 
fication is an absolute act, fixed once 
and forever. From our relative point 
of view it is a continuous process re- 
quiring our cooperation with that act 
and will of God. “He acts that we 
may act,” Saint Augustine says (De 
gratia et lib. arbitrio, ch. 16, p. 32), 
“by giving to our will all the neces- 
sary strength.” 

We are not relieved, therefore, of 
the responsibility of cooperating with 
this grace, both to will and to love 
to do that which we know we ought 
to do for our own salvation, and also 
to cooperate with God’s will for the 
salvation of others. There is only an 
apparent contradiction between God’s 
will and our cooperation, which is 
due to the fact that what appears to 
us kaleidoscopically broken up into 
millions of fragments of human time, 
is one complete act in God’s view of 
the eternal now. 
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INSIDE FRANCO SPAIN 


Hew FRANCO holds his grip on 
Spain—by means of the army, 
the secret police and the Catholic 
Church—was told in clear detail by 
Cyrus French Wicker in a feature 
article in the conservative N. Y. 
Herald Tribune of last February 19. 
The author is former secretary of the 
Legation and American Chargé d’ 
Affaires at Tangier, Morocco. 


The following excerpts from Mr. 
Wicker’s article are enlightening: 

1. Jose Antonio Rivera “. . . son 
of General Primo de Rivera, virtual 
military dictator of Spain under King 
Alfonso XIII. He became one of the 
founders of the Falange party and 
was killed in combat. His name is on 
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every church in Spain, usually paint- 
ed over the principal doorway. He is 
referred to as ‘The Absent One.’ It 
is he who intercedes in heaven, in 
daily conversation with the Virgin, 
for the well-being and right guidance 
of the Spanish people.” 

2. Ration cards: “Every man, 
woman and child in Spain gets one. 
. . . The cards are renewable every 
two weeks, and if in the meantime 
one has been heard to say something 
against the government, the renewal 
is not granted. . . . Of course, Franco 
protects his own immediate follow- 
ers. This is not only natural, it is 
obligatory upon dictators. The army 
officers, the secret police, the higher 
civil sefvants and the Church [the 
Bishops and priests} all get from 
three to five ration books, while the 
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ordinary civilian gets one. For ex- 
ample, an army officer has three chil- 
dren. He will get nine ration books 
for the three, which is more than the 
children can eat. The officer then sells 
the surplus to the poor devil with 
only three ration books for his three 
children, which is barely enough to 
keep the children alive. This keeps 
the officer class loyal to Franco, and 
the humble person fearful of losing 
even his one card.” 


MANIFESTING THE TRUTH 


IN PREACHING the Gospel of 
grace, we converted priests can ap- 
propriately make our own the fol- 
lowing verses of the fourth chapter 
of Paul’s second Epistle to the 
Corinthians: 


“Therefore, seeing we have this 
ministry, as we have received 
mercy, we faint not; 


“But have renounced the hidden 
things of dishonesty, not walking 
in craftiness, nor handling the 
Word of God deceitfully; but by 
manifestation of the truth, com- 
mending ourselves to every 
man’s conscience in the sight of 
God. 

“But if our Gospel be hid, it is 
hid to them that are lost: 


“In whom the god of this world 
hath blinded the minds of them 
who believe not, lest the light of 
the glorious Gospel of Christ, 
who is the image of God, should 
shine unto them.” 


IN SPAIN = 


—- 
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BERLIN'S CARDINAL 


ARDINAL COUNT VON PREY- 

SING, Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Berlin, was hailed by the Amer- 
ican press on his recent visit to this 
country as “a relentless foe of the 
Nazis.” 


All newspaper reports harked back 
to the fact that Von Preysing issued 
a pastoral letter in 1942, which Cath- 
olic Senator James Mead dressed up 
and read to the Senate as an attack 
on Nazism. The OWI at that time 
printed and widely distributed Sen- 
ator Mead’s ex-parte quotations from 
the bishop’s letter, freely interspersed 
with his own comments that made 
the quotations seem like a democratic, 
anti-Hitler tirade. This was done by 
chopping up the bishop’s phrases, 
omitting his condemnations of liber- 
alism and democracy and confusedly 
quoting in between the bishop’s words 
Senator Mead’s own impassioned de- 
nunciations of the Nazis. 


In his pastoral letter, as reported 
in our magazine for April, 1943, Von 
Preysing made no direct mention of 
Nazism, but did condemn “the tem- 
porary errors of liberalism” and “the 
resistance against God’s rule in the 
eighteenth century, the century which 
proclaimed the primacy of the human 
intelligence.” Remember?—this was 
the century of the American and 
French revolutions. He also aligned 
himself with Hitler when he declared 
that “the Catholic Church inits Sylla- 
bus has condemned the temporary 
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errors of liberalism.” This Syllabus 
of Errors of Pope Pius IX is well 
known as a definite condemnation of 
all the principles of democratic liber- 
alism enshrined in the United States 
Constitution. But these specific con- 
demnations of democracy were de- 
liberately omitted in the press reports 
at that time, as well as in Senator 
Mead’s declamation in the Senate. 

The best proof that Von Preysing 
never said anything to offend Hitler 
is the fact that he remained free and 
unmolested all during the Nazi regime. 
Martin Niemoeller, on the other 
hand, along with other Protestant 
leaders, did openly condemn the Hit- 
ler regime, in proof of which he suf- 
fered in a concentration camp for 
eight long years. But it serves the 
interests of the Catholic Church to 
have its Bishop of Berlin hailed in the 
press of America as a defender of 
democracy, and Niemoeller branded 
as a Nazi. 

CONVERTED PRIEST IN MEXICO 

LLIANCE CHURCH BULLE- 

TIN of last February 2, reports 
that Don Luis Bonnabel, converted 
Roman Catholic priest who was born 
in Mexico City and ordained in 
Guadalupe Cathedral, is now doing 
Evangelical work among the Catholic 
people of his native city. 

After his conversion, Don Luis 
started meetings in his own home and, 
from these humble beginnings, his 
work has grown till today it embraces 
six active groups inside Mexico City 
and two others outside the city. In 
October 1946, he was ordained by 
the Southwestern District Conference 
of the Alliance Church at Arlington, 
Texas. To assist his work among 
Spanish-speaking people, a Bible 
training school has been started and a 
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24-room residence secured for this 
purpose in Brownsville, Texas, on the 
Mexican border. 

Encouraging reports come from the 
Southwest, where Evangelical work 
among Spanish-speaking people is 
meeting with great success. 


7 7 ? 


POPE OR CHRIST? 


[TALY’S churches, houses and pub- 

lic squares have been plastered with 
posters declaring: “If you don’t sup- 
port the Pope, you are against 
Christ.” But the Italian people as a 
whole do not seem to believe this 
specious argument. Meetings have 
been held to exalt and praise the 
Pope, but those attending have been 
for the most part priests, monks and 
nuns, with only a small sprinkling of 
lay people. Anti-clerical papers are 
posted on walls and churches to coun- 
teract the pro-papal posters. 

Reports indicate that the Pope’s 
campaign to arouse Italians to fight 
for him has fizzled. Only with the 
help of Mussolini’s eight million bay- 
onets, on which he himself finally 
perished, was the Vatican secure from 
opposition and disrespect from its 
own Italian Catholic people. As the 
newspaper Lo Stato Moderno of last 
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January 5 put it: “Jtalians are al- 
ways ready to fight among themselves 
over ‘jacqueries’ and other factious 
differences, but never in the cause of 
theology; otherwise we should have 
had a reformation in Italy, something 
that has never happened.” 

This is more so the case today, 
when Italians know that their present 
destitution is largely the result of the 
mad adventure of the Vatican-in- 
spired lieutenants of Mussolini’s re- 
gime to recapture the world for the 
Pope and Fascism. The danger is 
that they may end by overthrowing 
religion altogether. The Walden- 
sians, Baptists, Methodists and other 
Protestant organizations in Italy are 
doing all they can to stem this trend 
of Italians to atheism by preaching 
the Gospel of Christ. But they are a 
very small minority. Many priests 
have left the Church in Italy and 
some of them are working, indepen- 
dently and together with Protestant 
groups, to convince their people that 
they must throw off the yoke of Ro- — 
man Catholicism and accept the Gos- Ff 
pel teaching that has been so long 
hidden from them. Ridicule and in- 
sults will not help. 

As announced in our last issue, 
Rev. A. Caliandro, who conducts our 
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Sunday meetings, plans to visit his 
native country this summer with a 
view to encouraging these ex-priests 
in their work. Christ’s Mission, bur- 
dened as it is with its own work of 
publishing our magazine and aiding 
ex-priests in our own country, is un- 
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able to undertake what might be 
called a “mission to Italy.” But we 
hope and pray that means may be 
found to help those, who at this very 
opportune time, are making efforts 
toward the much over-due evangeliza- 
tion of Italy. 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IS ANATHEMA IN 
ROMAN CATHOLIC TEACHING 


MOST DECEPTIVE of all 
pretensions of Roman Catholi- 
cism in America is its protestation in 
favor of religious liberty. Most Amer- 
ican Catholics and Protestants alike 
are deceived by it, and will accuse 
you of calumniating the Catholic 
Church if you express even a doubt 
as to the sincerity of the many pro- 
nouncements in defense of religious 
liberty, openly proclaimed at times 
by high prelates such as Cardinal 
Spellman, whose article, “Bigotry is 
Un-American,” first published in 
American Magazine and later circu- 
lated by the millions of copies in 
pamphlet form, would seem to clinch 
the argument once for all. 

During the war, Pope Pius XII 
himself proclaimed his “Five Peace 
Points,” one of which was worded: 
“The right to religious information 
and education; the right to the wor- 
ship of God in private and in public.” 
Catholics will even tell you that 
President Roosevelt copied his “Four 
Freedoms” from these “peace points” 
of Pope Pius XII in his 1942 Christ- 
mas message. 

Many Catholic GI’s fought and 
died on the battlefields of the world 
firmly convinced that one of the great 
democratic principles they fought for 
was religious liberty for all, and that 
their Church, from the Pope down, 


was fully committed to this funda- 
mental principle of democracy. 

But now the truth is being made 
known, from the most official Roman 
Catholic sources, that their Church 
teaches nothing of the kind. In fact, 
that religious freedom for all religions 
is anathema to the Roman Catholic 
Church, and that what the Pope 
meant was merely religious liberty 
only for the Roman Catholic religion, 
and that no other religion or Church 
has any right to it. What our GI’s 
fought and died for, therefore, accord- 
ing to the Pope, was not religious lib- 
erty at all, but rather the denial of it 
to every religion except the Roman 
Catholic. They fought and died in 
defense of its very opposite—religious 
tyranny. 

This was recently set forth in 
very precise terms by the official mag- 
azine for priests, The American Ec- 
clesiastical Review, published by the 
Catholic University of Washington, 
in its issue of last February. Many 
priests, it seems, alarmed at the grow- 
ing belief held by their congregations, 
that all religions have the right to re- 
ligious freedom of worship, both in 
private and in public, as the Pope 
seemed to proclaim in his Christmas 
message, 1942, appealed to their au- 
thorities in Washington for a ruling 
in the matter. On page 142, of the 
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above-mentioned issue of The Amer- 
ican Ecclesiastical Review, is the fol- 
lowing question: 

“Q. WHEN POPE PIUS XII IN 
HIS CHRISTMAS MESSAGE, 
1942, REFERRED TO ‘THE 
RIGHT TO WORSHIP GOD’ AS 
A FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT, DID 
HE MEAN THAT EVERYONE 
HAS A TRUE RIGHT TO PRAC- 
TICE WHATEVER RELIGION 
HE DEEMS TO BE TRUE?” 

The answer is as follows: 

“A. In his Christmas message of 
1942, Pope Pius XII enumerated 
among the basic human rights, called 
for by the dignity of the human per- 
son, ‘the right to religious information 
and education; the right to the wor- 
ship of God in private and public’ 
(Principles of Peace, n. 1846). Now, 
although the Sovereign Pontiff did 
not further qualify the significance of 
‘religious’ and ‘worship,’ these words 
can refer only to the Catholic religion 
and worship, if the word ‘right’ be 
taken in its proper, objective sense. 

“For, if there is anything basic in 
Catholic teaching, it is the doctrine 
that the Son of God established only 
one religion and imposed on all men 
the obligation of embracing it; conse- 
quently, no other religion has a real, 
objective right to exist and to function, 
and no individual has an objective 
right to embrace any non-Catholic 
religion. For certainly, no one has a 
right to act against the command of 
God. Such has ever been the teach- 
ing of the Church. For example, Pope 
Pius IX condemned the proposition, 
‘Everyone is free to embrace and to 
profess that religion which under the 
guidance of the light of reason he has 
judged to be true’ (D. B. 1715). 

“It is true that a person may be 
justified in conscience when he prac- 
tices a false religion; he may even be 
bound to embrace such a religion be- 
cause of an invincibly erroneous con- 
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science. But even in such a supposi- 
tion, he has no real right to act as he 
does. In the words of Merkelbach: 
‘As regards an invincibly erroneous 
conscience, although a man can and 
must follow it in the internal forum, 
he has no true and proper right to do 
so—a right which is founded on the 
objective relation of things—but only 
a supposed right (jus existimatum)’ 
(Summa Theologiae Moralis {Paris, 
1938], n. 211). Again, a person may 
have a civil right to practice a false 
religion, and to grant such liberty 
may be the most feasible policy even 
in a Catholic country. As Pope Leo 
XIII expressed it: ‘If the Church 
judges that it is not lawful for various 
types of divine worship to have the 
same right as the true Church, she 
does not on that account condemn 
those rulers who, for the sake of gain- 
ing some good or prohibiting some 
evil, patiently tolerate in their con- 
duct and practice that each have a 
place in the State’ (D. B. 1874). But 
it must be emphasized, such a civil 
right by no means indicates that false 
religions have a material right to ex- 
ist, or that their members have a 
natural right to practice them.” 

This Catholic authority then goes on 
to warn priests in America that they 
must not give the false impression that 
the Catholic Church favors religious 
liberty for all religions: 

“It is to be hoped that Catholic 
priests will be scrupulously exact in 
explaining the doctrine of ‘freedom of 
worship’ as the Catholic Church un- 
derstands it, especially in these times 
when so many regard religion as a 
purely subjective affair, instead of a 
divinely established form of doctrine 
and worship, committed by the Son of 
God to His one true Church. 

—Francis J. Connell, C.SS.R.” | 

Here we have absolute and final 
proof that it is a downright false- 
hood for Cardinal Spellman or any 
other Catholic spokesman to say that 
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the Roman Catholic Church is in 
favor of religious liberty—for all reli- 
gions, as Americans understand it. It 
is deliberately deceptive for Catholic 
spokesmen to deny the official teach- 
ing of their Church and the Pope him- 
self as set forth above. 

Religious liberty for only one reli- 
gion is not religious liberty at all. It 
is religious tyranny. 


? 7 7 


CATHOLICS AND CRIME 


EARLY ALL THE EVILS OF 

SOCIETY prevail most where 
we [Catholics] live and not where 
Protestants live,’ Bishop John F. 
Noll, most aggressive of crusading 
Catholic bishops, confessed before the 
National Catholic Conference on 
Family Life in Chicago last March 
12. 

According to the report of his 
amazing admissions in the N. Y. 
Times of March 13, Bishop Noll de- 
clared that there were only “7,000,000 
members of Protestant churches in 
the fifty largest cities of the country, 
but 20,000,000 Catholics.” He stated 
that eighty per cent of Protestantism 
was rural. hiding Catholics as 
“sychophants,” and lacking in “lead- 
ership as campaigners for Christ,” he 
reminded his hearers that in large 
centers of population where crime 
abounds, “Catholics constitute from 
one-third to two-thirds of the entire 
population.” He further declared: 

“It is in rural America where the family 
life is most wholesome, and where the 
divorce rate is still low. On the other 
hand, where the Catholics live, one-half 
of the marriages end in divorce. It is where 
they live that the big motion-picture houses 
are located, the filthy magazine racks, the 
taverns and gambling halls." 

These admissions of an outstanding 
member of the American Catholic 
hierarchy should not surprise the 
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is a function of a live man, not some- 
thing that is applied to one spiritual- 
ly dead, and which leaves him still 
dead after its application. All hu- 
manity and its acts are nothing but 
vanity before God and without any 
value whatsoever in His sight except 
it be created anew in Christ Jesus: 
“As many as received him, to them 
gave He the power to become the sons 
of God...” (John 1: 12). 

Adam is dead. God’s standard of 
holiness has slain him and all his chil- 
dren. The most beautiful natural life 
ever lived cannot begin to measure up 
to the holy requirements of God. 
Adam and his sons cannot be re- 
newed, patched up, or made over by 
any human means—even by a Church 
with seven sacraments and its claim 
to exclusive existence by divine right. 

As in other matters, Catholic 


Church teaching about sanctification 
throws us off balance by confusing 


that which is of the earth, earthy, with 
what should be the new man in 
Christ. It confuses the earthen vessel 
with the treasure that should be in it. 
The earthen vessel—“the image of the 
earthy”—is never sanctified; the trea- 
sure within is forever sanctified. In 
other words, we are not sanctified as 
sons of Adam, but as “sons of God.” 
On the earth side, we are told: “Jf 
we say that we have no sin, we de- 
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us” (1 John 1:8). On the spiritual 
side we can exult in the fact that: “We 
know that whosoever is born of God 
sinneth not” (1 John 5: 18). 
SANCTIFICATION AS ‘ABSOLUTE 
POSITION’ 

As an act of God, sanctification is a 
fixed condition of the creature that 
is assimilated to Christ. “Justification 
is organically connected with sanctifi- 
cation; grace the supreme motive of 
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obedience,” says Bishop H. C. G. 
Moule in his co ntary on the 
book of Romans if the Cambridge 
Bible for Schools and Colleges. Man, 
by nature guilty and defiled, is by the 
one and the same act both justified 
and sanctified. By virtue of the blood 
of Christ,God has declared men 
righteous and called men holy. Faith 
in Christ places us forever among the 
saints —“Among them which are 
sanctified by faith that is in me” 
(Acts 26:18). The justified man is a 
sanctified man. “Those whom he pre- 
destined, them he has also called; and 
those whom he has called, them he 
has also justified, and those whom he 
justified, them he has also glorified” 
(Rom.: 8:30). 

This justification and sanctification 
go hand in hand with forgiveness 
which, for this reason, is not, as in 
Roman Catholic teaching, a period- 
ical laundering of the soul by the 
absolution of a priest in confession, 
but the gift of a whole new soul won 
by the offering of Christ. Since that 
offering of Christ is perfect and final, 
the forgiven sinner is made perfect in 
holiness before God. The forgiven 
man is a sanctified man. 

Sir Robert Anderson, in his valu- 
able work, “The Gospel and Its Min- 
istry, puts it this way: 

“Perfection is the only standard 
that can avail with God; and full pro- 
vision has been made, not only to 
make us, but to keep us, perfect.” 

“We stand at an immeasurable dis- 
tance from all the low thoughts of 
God, and light views of sin, that alone 
can lend an air of plausibility to such 
a delusion that any cultivation of 
piety, or attainment in sanctity, can 
ever give us the right to seek his pre- 
sence, or fitness to be there. It is only 
and altogether in virtue of the blood 
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of Christ that the saintliest saint on 
earth can hold fellowship with God. 
A higher title is impossible, and no 
lower will avail.” 

“No change of scene can add virtue 
to the blood of Christ, therefore 
heaven itself can add nothing to the 
holiness in which we stand by reason 
of that blood. No holy living upon 
earth can add to the intrinsic perfect- 
ness of Christ Himself.” 

The individual thus forgiven and 
sanctified is the passive recipient of a 
work performed — not by any Pope, 
bishop, priest or Church— but by 
Him who alone can free us from the 
law of sin and death. “But of him are 
ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is 
made unto us wisdom, and righteous- 
ness, and sanctification and redemp- 
tion” (I Cor. 1:30). 


SANCTIFICATION AS A ‘WALK’ 


As forgiven, justified and sanctified 
forever, the believer is then, and then 
only, in a position to be governed by 
divine motives, applied by grace, to 
yield his members unto holiness. This 
new position entails new obligations: 
“The Love of Christ constraineth us” 
—that henceforth we should not live 
unto ourselves but unto Him (2 Cor. 
5: 14-15). There is no stronger mo- 
tivating force than the love of God. 
Having been absolutely sanctified, the 
Christian will continue in holiness, as 
he continues to grow in grace. He is 
a new creature in Christ, a partaker 
of the divine nature, and thus can 
walk the path of holiness. This prac- 
tical aspect of holiness is the logical 
sequence of the fixed or positional 
aspect of it. If we are fixed in this 
new position, we shall have a “new 
walk ” 


Just as works are the effect, not the 
cause of salvation, so sanctification 
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will produce a holy walk, not a holy 
walk produce sanctification, as Roman 
Catholic teaching insists. Sanctifica- 
tion makes us citizens of heaven, but 
we haven’t yet reached home. As a 
result, the walk may become defiled. 
In Ephesians 5, Paul explains how 
we must walk as “followers of God.” 
Only the saints, blessed with all 
spiritual blessings in Christ, could be 
so exhorted. God never exhorts the 
unbeliever to holiness. Only the man 
in Christ can have “understanding 
what the will of the Lord is.” 


In his effort to explain this true 
Christian aspect of sanctication Saint 
Augustine bubbled over into his seem- 
ingly paradoxical aphorism: “Ama 
Deum et: fac quod vis’—“Love God 
and do as you like.” Both Saint Augus- 
tine and Martin Luther held that a 
Christian is so sanctified in the abso- 
lute sense, by God’s act, that irrespec- 
tive of his natural tendencies, he cannot 
but live and act “as becometh holy 
persons.” “He that saith he abideth 
in him ought himself also to walk 
even as he walked’ (1 John 2:6). 
For this “walking even as He walked” 
is not a straining after perfection in 
the flesh, but the working through us 
of God’s work in us. Luther saw so 
clearly the uselessness of the Catholic 
medieval teaching about sanctifica- 
tion and of the straining after the 
flesh and being made “holy” by the 
“sacrifice of the Mass,” and by par- 
taking of the seven sacraments, that 
he cried out: 


“Man’s folly, however is so prodi- 
gious that, instead of embracing the 
message of grace with its guarantee 
of the forgiveness of sin for Christ’s 
sake, man finds himself more laws to 
satisfy his conscience. ‘If I live,” 
says he, ‘I'll mend my life. I will do 
this, I will do that.’ Man, if you don’t 
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do the very opposite, if you don’t 
send Moses with the Law back to 
Mount Sinai and take the hand of 
Christ, pierced for your sins, you will 
never be saved. 

“When the Law drives you to the 
point of despair, let it drive you a 
little farther, let it drive you straight 
into the arms of Jesus who says: 
‘Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” (Commentary on Galatians) . 

Paul put it more clearly still (Phil. 
2:13): “For it is God that worketh 
in you both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure.” 

In Cambridge Bible Notes, page 93 
of the commentary on 1 Thessalon- 
ians by Geo. G. Findlay, we read: 

“God's will and our consecration to 
Him are the double reason for leading 
a chaste life; and these two reasons are 
one, the latter springing out of the 
former. 

“Holy is the single word which by 
itself denotes the Divine Character, as 
it is revealed to us in its moral trans- 
cendence, in the awfulness and glory 
of its absolute perfection, raised in- 
finitely above all that is earthly and 
sinful. Now it is the character of God 
that constitutes His right to the conse- 
cration of those to whom He is te- 
vealed. Our sanctification is the ac- 
knowledgment of God’s claim upon us 
as the Holy One Who made us. This 
involves our assimilation to His na- 
ture. In Him, first the character, then 
the claim; in us, first the claim admit- 
ted, then the character impressed.” 


It can easily be seen that this true 
teaching of Christian sanctification 
can have no place in Roman Catholic 
theology. For it would switch sinners 
from dependence on the Church, with 
its dogmas, counsels and command- 
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ments, as Father Riordan, above 
quoted, requires, to complete and con- 
stant yielding to God through Christ. 


This would soon deprive the Church, 
as a system of power, of its profitable 
control over its millions of lost souls. 


OUR COOPERATION 


As former priests of that Church, 
converted, as Paul was, to the min- 
istry of God’s Word and Truth in all 
its fullness, we cannot too strongly 
emphasize that the work of our sal- 
vation and sanctification is the Lord's, 
both positionally and continually. 
From God’s point of view our sancti- 
fication is an absolute act, fixed once 
and forever. From our relative point 
of view it is a continuous process re- 
quiring our cooperation with that act 
and will of God. “He acts that we 
may act,” Saint Augustine says (De 
gratia et lib. arbitrio, ch. 16, p. 32), 
“by giving to our will all the neces- 
sary strength.” 

We are not relieved, therefore, of 
the responsibility of cooperating with 
this grace, both to will and to love 
to do that which we know we ought 
to do for our own salvation, and also 
to cooperate with God’s will for the 
salvation of others. There is only an 
apparent contradiction between God’s 
will and our cooperation, which is 
due to the fact that what appears to 
us kaleidoscopically broken up into 
millions of fragments of human time, 
is one complete act in God’s view of 
the eternal now. 
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INSIDE FRANCO SPAIN 


How FRANCO holds his grip on 
Spain—by means of the army, 
the secret police and the Catholic 
Church—was told in clear detail by 
Cyrus French Wicker in a feature 
article in the conservative N. Y. 
Herald Tribune of last February 19. 
The author is former secretary of the 
Legation and American Chargé d’ 
Affaires at Tangier, Morocco. 


The following excerpts from Mr. 
Wicker’s article are enlightening: 

1. Jose Antonio Rivera “. . . son 
of General Primo de Rivera, virtual 
military dictator of Spain under King 
Alfonso XIII. He became one of the 
founders of the Falange party and 
was killed in combat. His name is on 
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every church in Spain, usually paint- 
ed over the principal doorway. He is 
referred to as “The Absent One.’ It 
is he who intercedes in heaven, in 
daily conversation with the Virgin, 
for the well-being and right guidance 
of the Spanish people.” 

2. Ration cards: “Every man, 
woman and child in Spain gets one. 
. . . The cards are renewable every 
two weeks, and if in the meantime 
one has been heard to say something 
against the government, the renewal 
is not granted. . . . Of course, Franco 
protects his own immediate follow- 
ers. This is not only natural, it is 
obligatory upon dictators. The army 
officers, the secret police, the highes 
civil servants and the Church [the 
Bishops and priests] all get from 
three to five ration books, while the 
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ordinary civilian gets one. For ex- 
ample, an army officer has three chil- 
dren. He will get nine ration books 
for the three, which is more than the 
children can eat. The officer then sells 
the surplus to the poor devil with 
only three ration books for his three 
children, which is barely enough to 
keep the children alive. This keeps 
the officer class loyal to Franco, and 
the humble person fearful of losing 
even his one card.” 


MANIFESTING THE TRUTH 


IN PREACHING the Gospel of 
grace, we converted priests can ap- 
propriately make our own the fol- 
lowing verses of the fourth chapter 
of Paul’s second Epistle to the 
Corinthians: 


“Therefore, seeing we have this 
ministry, as we have received 
mercy, we faint not; 

“But have renounced the hidden 
things of dishonesty, not walking 
in craftiness, nor handling the 
Word of God deceitfully; but by 
manifestation of the truth, com- 
mending ourselves to every 
man’s conscience in the sight of 
God. 

“But if our Gospel be hid, it is 
hid to them that are lost: 

“In whom the god of this world 
hath blinded the minds of them 
who believe not, lest the light of 
the glorious Gospel of Christ, 
who is the image of God, should 
shine unto them.” 
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BERLIN'S CARDINAL 


ARDINAL COUNT VON PREY- 

SING, Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Berlin, was hailed by the Amer- 
ican press on his recent visit to this 
country as “a relentless foe of the 
Nazis.” 


All newspaper reports harked back 
to the fact that Von Preysing issued 
a pastoral letter in 1942, which Cath- 
olic Senator James Mead dressed up 
and read to the Senate as an attack 
on Nazism. The OWI at that time 
printed and widely distributed Sen- 
ator Mead’s ex-parte quotations from 
the bishop’s letter, freely interspersed 
with his own comments that made 
the quotations seem like a democratic, 
anti-Hitler tirade. This was done by 
chopping up the bishop’s phrases, 
omitting his condemnations of liber- 
alism and democracy and confusedly 
quoting in between the bishop’s words 
Senator Mead’s own impassioned de- 
nunciations of the Nazis. 


In his pastoral letter, as reported 
in our magazine for April, 1943, Von 
Preysing made no direct mention of 
Nazism, but did condemn “the tem- 
porary errors of liberalism” and “the 
resistance against God’s rule in the 
eighteenth century, the century which 
proclaimed the primacy of the human 
intelligence.” Remember?—this was 
the century of the American and 
French revolutions. He also aligned 
himself with Hitler when he declared 
that “the Catholic Church inits Sylla- 
bus has condemned the temporary 


a quotation from one of the missionaries of the SPANISH CHRISTIAN MISSION: 
Sunday we had 3 one ~ our small church, and such a multitude of people came 

to aati them and to hear th 

Pi, +. ae a Pa is an octet thirst for the Gospel in 

Read the Prayer Letters for more news on Spain. Copy sent free 


CS ee ae 
Spain now. Today there is an 


SPANISH CHRISTIAN MISSION 


Rev. Zacarias P. Carles, B.A., L.Th., S.C.T. 
North American Headquarters 


Founder and Director 
3 Hillsboro Avenue, Toronto 5, Canada. 





May, 1947 


errors of liberalism.” This Syllabus 
of Errors of Pope Pius IX is well 
known as a definite condemnation of 
all the principles of democratic liber- 
alism enshrined in the United States 
Constitution. But these specific con- 
demnations of democracy were de- 
liberately omitted in the press reports 
at that time, as well as in Senator 
Mead’s declamation in the Senate. 

The best proof that Von Preysing 
never said anything to offend Hitler 
is the fact that he remained free and 
unmolested all during the Nazi regime. 
Martin Niemoeller, on the other 
hand, along with other Protestant 
leaders, did openly condemn the Hit- 
ler regime, in proof of which he suf- 
fered in a concentration camp for 
eight long years. But it serves the 
interests of the Catholic Church to 
have its Bishop of Berlin hailed in the 
press of America as a defender of 
democracy, and Niemoeller branded 
as a Nazi. 

CONVERTED PRIEST IN MEXICO 

LLIANCE CHURCH BULLE- 

TIN of last February 2, reports 
that Don Luis Bonnabel, converted 
Roman Catholic priest who was born 
in Mexico City and ordained in 
Guadalupe Cathedral, is now doing 
Evangelical work among the Catholic 
people of his native city. 

After his conversion, Don Luis 
started meetings in his own home and, 
from these humble beginnings, his 
work has grown till today it embraces 
six active groups inside Mexico City 
and two others outside the city. In 
October 1946, he was ordained by 
the Southwestern District Conference 
of the Alliance Church at Arlington, 
Texas. To assist his work among 
Spanish-speaking people, a Bible 
training school has been started and a 
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24-room residence secured for this 
purpose in Brownsville, Texas, on the 
Mexican border. 

Encouraging reports come from the 
Southwest, where Evangelical work 
among Spanish-speaking people is 
meeting with great success. 
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POPE OR CHRIST? 


TALY’S churches, houses and pub- 

lic squares have been plastered with 
posters declaring: “If you don’t sup- 
port the Pope, you are against 
Christ.” But the Italian people as a 
whole do not seem to believe this 
specious argument. Meetings have 
been held to exalt and praise the 
Pope, but those attending have been 
for the most part priests, monks and 
nuns, with only a small sprinkling of 
lay people. Anti-clerical papers are 
posted on walls and churches to coun- 
teract the pro-papal posters. 

Reports indicate that the Pope’s 
campaign to arouse Italians to fight 
for him has fizzled. Only with the 
help of Mussolini’s eight million bay- 
onets, on which he himself finally 
perished, was the Vatican secure from 
opposition and disrespect from its 
own Italian Catholic people. As the 
newspaper Lo Stato Moderno of last 
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January 5 put it: “Jtalians are al- 
ways ready to fight among themselves 
over ‘jacqueries’ and other factious 
differences, but never in the cause of 
theology; otherwise we should have 
had a reformation in Italy, something 
that has never happened.” 

This is more so the case today, 
when Italians know that their present 
destitution is largely the result of the 
mad adventure of the Vatican-in- 
spired lieutenants of Mussolini’s re- 
gime to recapture the world for the 
Pope and Fascism. The danger is 
that they may end by overthrowing 
religion altogether. The Walden- 
sians, Baptists, Methodists and other 
Protestant organizations in Italy are 
doing all they can to stem this trend 
of Italians to atheism by preaching 
the Gospel of Christ. But they are a 
very small minority. Many priests 
have left the Church in Italy and 
some of them are working, indepen- 
dently and together with Protestant 
groups, to convince their people that 
they must throw off the yoke of Ro- 
man Catholicism and accept the Gos- 
pel teaching that has been so long 
hidden from them. Ridicule and in- 
sults will not help. 

As announced in our last issue, 
Rev. A. Caliandro, who conducts our 
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Sunday meetings, plans to visit his 
native country this summer with a 
view to encouraging these ex-priests 
in their work. Christ’s Mission, bur- 
dened as it is with its own work of 
publishing our magazine and aiding 
ex-priests in our own country, is un- 
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able to undertake what might be 
called a “mission to Italy.” But we 
hope and pray that means may be 
found to help those, who at this very 
opportune time, are making efforts 
toward the much over-due evangeliza- 
tion of Italy. 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IS ANATHEMA IN 
ROMAN CATHOLIC TEACHING 


THE MOST DECEPTIVE of all 

pretensions of Roman Catholi- 
cism in America is its protestation in 
favor of religious liberty. Most Amer- 
ican Catholics and Protestants alike 
are deceived by it, and will accuse 
you of calumniating the Catholic 
Church if you express even a doubt 
as to the sincerity of the many pro- 
nouncements in defense of religious 
liberty, openly proclaimed at times 
by high prelates such as Cardinal 
Spellman, whose article, “Bigotry is 
Un-American,” first published in 
American Magazine and later circu- 
lated by the millions of copies in 
pamphlet form, would seem to clinch 
the argument once for all. 

During the war, Pope Pius XII 
himself proclaimed his “Five Peace 
Points,” one of which was worded: 
“The right to religious information 
and education; the right to the wor- 
ship of God in private and in public.” 
Catholics will even tell you that 
President Roosevelt copied his “Four 
Freedoms” from these “peace points” 
of Pope Pius XII in his 1942 Christ- 
mas message. 

Many Catholic GI’s fought and 
died on the battlefields of the world 
firmly convinced that one of the great 
democratic principles they fought for 
was religious liberty for all, and that 
their Church, from the Pope down, 


was fully committed to this funda- 
mental principle of democracy. 

But now the truth is being made 
known, from the most official Roman 
Catholic sources, that their Church 
teaches nothing of the kind. In fact, 
that religious freedom for all religions 
is anathema to the Roman Catholic 
Church, and that what the Pope 
meant was merely religious liberty 
only for the Roman Catholic religion, 
and that no other religion or Church 
has any right to it. What our GI’s 
fought and died for, therefore, accord- 
ing to the Pope, was not religious lib- 
erty at all, but rather the denial of it 
to every religion except the Roman 
Catholic. They fought and died in 
defense of its very opposite—religious 
tyranny. 

This was recently set forth in 
very precise terms by the official mag- 
azine for priests, The American Ec- 
clesiastical Review, published by the 
Catholic University of Washington, 
in its issue of last February. Many 
priests, it seems, alarmed at the grow- 
ing belief held by their congregations, 
that all religions have the right to re- 
ligious freedom of worship, both in 
private and in public, as the Pope 
seemed to proclaim in his Christmas 
message, 1942, appealed to their au- 
thorities in Washington for a ruling 
in the matter. On page 142, of the 
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above-mentioned issue of The Amer- 
ican Ecclesiastical Review, is the fol- 
lowing question: 

“Q. WHEN POPE PIUS XII IN 
HIS CHRISTMAS MESSAGE, 
1942, REFERRED TO ‘THE 
RIGHT TO WORSHIP GOD’ AS 
A FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT, DID 
HE MEAN THAT EVERYONE 
HAS A TRUE RIGHT TO PRAC- 
TICE WHATEVER RELIGION 
HE DEEMS TO BE TRUE?” 


The answer is as follows: 

“A. In his Christmas message of 
1942, Pope Pius XII enumerated 
among the basic human rights, called 
for by the dignity of the human per- 
son, ‘the right to religious information 
and education; the right to the wor- 
ship of God in private and public’ 
(Principles of Peace, n. 1846). Now, 

though the Sovereign Pontiff did 
not further qualify the significance of 
‘religious’ and ‘worship,’ these words 
can refer only to the Catholic religion 
and worship, if the word ‘right’ be 
taken in its proper, objective sense. 

“For, if there is anything basic in 
Catholic teaching, it is the doctrine 
that the Son of God established only 
one religion and imposed on all men 
the obligation of embracing it; conse- 
quently, no other religion has a real, 
objective right to exist and to function, 
and no individual has an objective 
right to embrace any non-Catholic 
religion. For certainly, no one has a 
right to act against the command of 
God. Such has ever been the teach- 
ing of the Church. For example, Pope 
Pius IX condemned the proposition, 
‘Everyone is free to embrace and to 
profess that religion which under the 
guidance of the light of reason he has 
judged to be true’ (D. B. 1715). 

“It is true that a person may be 
justified in conscience when he prac- 
tices a false religion; he may even be 
bound to embrace such a religion be- 
cause of an invincibly erroneous con- 
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science. But even in such a supposi- 
tion, he has no real right to act as he 
does. In the words of Merkelbach: 
‘As regards an invincibly erroneous 
conscience, although a man can and 
must follow it in the internal forum, 
he has no true and proper right to do 
so—a right which is founded on the 
objective relation of things—but only 
a supposed right (jus existimatum)’ 
(Summa Theologiae Moralis (Paris, 
1938], n. 211). Again, a person may 
have a civil right to practice a false 
religion, and to grant such liberty 
may be the most feasible policy even 
in a Catholic country. As Pope Leo 
XIII expressed it: ‘If the Church 
judges that it is not lawful for various 
types of divine worship to have the 
same right as the true Church, she 
does not on that account condemn 
those rulers who, for the sake of gain- 
ing some good or prohibiting some 
evil, patiently tolerate in their con- 
duct and practice that each have a 
place in the State’ (D. B. 1874). But 
it must be emphasized, such a civil 
right by no means indicates that false 
religions have a material right to ex- 
ist, or that their members have a 
natural right to practice them.” 

This Catholic authority then goes on 
to warn priests in America that they 
must not give the false impression that 
the Catholic Church favors religious 
liberty for all religions: 

“It is to be hoped that Catholic 
priests will be scrupulously exact in 
explaining the doctrine of ‘freedom of 
worship’ as the Catholic Church un- 
derstands it, especially in these times 
when so many regard religion as a 
purely subjective affair, instead of a 
divinely established form of doctrine 
and worship, committed by the Son of 
God to His one true Church. 

—Francis J. Connell, C.SS.R.” 

Here we have absolute and final 
proof that it is a downright false- 
hood for Cardinal Spellman or any 
other Catholic spokesman to say that 
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the Roman Catholic Church is in 
favor of religious liberty—for all reli- 
gions, as Americans understand it. It 
is deliberately deceptive for Catholic 
spokesmen to deny the official teach- 
ing of their Church and the Pope him- 
self as set forth above. 

Religious liberty for only one reli- 
gion is not religious liberty at all. It 
is religious tyranny. 


7 ? 7 


CATHOLICS AND CRIME 


EARLY ALL THE EVILS OF 
SOCIETY prevail most where 
we [Catholics] live and not where 
Protestants live,’ Bishop John F. 
Noll, most aggressive of crusading 


Catholic bishops, confessed before the 
National Catholic Conference on 
Family Life in Chicago last March 
12. 

According to the report of his 


amazing admissions in the N. Y. 
Times of March 13, Bishop Noll de- 
clared that there were only ‘7,000,000 
members of Protestant churches in 
the fifty largest cities of the country, 
but 20,000,000 Catholics.” He stated 
that eighty per cent of Protestantism 
was rural. Chiding Catholics as 
“sychophants,” and lacking in “lead- 
ership as campaigners for Christ,” he 
reminded his hearers that in large 
centers of population where crime 
abounds, “Catholics constitute from 
one-third to two-thirds of the entire 
population.” He further declared: 
“It is in rural America where the family 
life is most wholesome, and where the 
divorce rate is still low. On the other 
hand, where the Catholics live, one-half 
of the marriages end in divorce. It is where 
they live that the big motion-picture houses 
are located, the filthy magazine racks, the 
taverns and gambling halls." 
These admissions of an outstanding 
member of the American Catholic 
hierarchy should not surprise the 
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readers of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
MAGAZINE, which has detailed these 
facts many times. Our pamphlet, 
Religious Education and Crime, is a 
statistical study, mostly from Cath- 
olic sources, which proves the ab- 
normally high percentage of crime 
among Catholics and in Catholic cen- 
ters of influence. Bishop Noll merely 
confirms what many hitherto have 
been reluctant to believe because we 
said so. 

Determined efforts are being made 
by Catholic leaders today to move 
their people out into American rural 
communities, where the Catholic re- 
ligion so far has failed to take root. 
Let us hope that if these (mostly 
Protestant) rural communities are in- 
vaded by large Catholic groups, Cath- 
olic criminal influence will not accom- 
pany them. 


7 ¢ 7 


EDUCATION FOR MURDER 
SAMPLE of how the Roman 
Catholic Church can use its paro- 
chial schools to indoctrinate its chil- 
dren in the ways of political murder 
and revenge under the guise of reli- 
gion and its priesthood, may be seen 
from the following story from Yugo- 
slavia published in the N. Y. Times 
of last January 31: 

With the return of thirty-three boys from 
Austria to their families a few weeks ago, 
a story that goes back four years was re- 
vealed today. 

According to the report of a high Yugo- 
slav source, by Allied officials, 
forty-nine boys who had been in parochial 
school in Zagreb were taken to Ramsau, 
Austria, in 1944 because of the imminent 
collapse of the Pavelitch regime in Croatia. 
They were told over and over again that 
their parents “all had been killed by Par- 
tisan atrocities.” 

The boys, ranging in age from 4 to 
13 when first sent to school, were told they 
would become priests and return to Yugo- 

slavia as missionaries to bring about a 
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change in the present regime and avenge 
the death of their parents. 

When the boys were found by Allied 
authorities, the nun charged with their 
care always told the same story: that the 
boys’ parents had been killed during Par. 
tisan atrocities. The boys also reiterated 
“we wish to become priests because our 
families were murdered by the Commun. 
ists.”’ 

Obtaining from Austria a list of the 
boys’ names, Allied and Yugoslav officials 
found the parents, some of whom had 
fought with the Partisans. 


These Catholic boys were trained 
by the nuns and priests under Arch- 
bishop Stepinac’s direction, to revenge 
the defeat of Ante Pavelitch and his 
murderous Ustashi regime which tor- 
tured and slaughtered nearly two mil- 
lion Orthodox Serbians and Jews dur- 
ing the Nazi-Fascist occupation of 
Yugoslavia. It was for his part in 
these crimes that Archbishop Stepinac 
was sentenced to 16 years imprison- 
ment and many of his priests and 
monks condemned to death. 

It is time that the Roman Catholic 
people themselves in all countries did 
something to stop this misuse of reli- 
gion for criminal purposes. For by 
this means the Catholic people, and 
their priests, are made to suffer the 
consequences of the Vatican’s politi- 
cal intrigues. 
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OUR GOD IS NOT A BACKSTAIRS 
POLITICIAN 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


‘TF you wanted an interview with 

President Truman,” a devout 
Catholic woman argued with me the 
other day, “you would have to go first 
to some one else—his mother, or some 
of his political friends—and ask them 
to intercede for you with the Presi- 
dent and arrange for you to see him.” 
She was trying to prove, in her cre- 
dulous Catholic way, that, in order to 
get to God to obtain pardon for sin 
or some spiritual favor, it is necessary 
to go the roundabout way of pleasing 
His friends and intimates — His 
‘mother’ Mary, Saint Joseph, or one 
of the many other saints set up for 
that purpose in heaven by the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

“That may be true, as far as Presi- 
dent Truman is concerned,” I replied. 
“But it so happens that President 
Truman is not God.” 

This belief of Roman Catholics is 
in accord with their Church’s peculiar 
teaching that Jesus Christ brought 
only justice on earth, and that Mary 
and the other saints must be looked 
to for mercy. “Ye know very well, 
venerable brethren,” Pope Pius IX 
declares in one of his encyclicals, 
“that the whole of our confidence is 
placed in the most Holy Virgin, since 
God has placed in Mary the fulness 
of all good, that accordingly we may 
know that if there is any hope in us, 
if any grace, if any salvation, it te- 
dounds to us from her.” Mary is also 
proclaimed by the Catholic Church as 
the “Dispenser of all grace.” In the 
most popular of all Catholic prayers, 
the Salve Regina, recited by priest 
and people after every Mass, Mary is 


invoked as follows: “Hail, Holy 
Queen, Mother of Mercy, hail! Our 
Life, our Sweetness and our Hope!” 

From this extravangance it follows, 
in the eyes of Roman Catholics who 
are taught in this way, that Mary 
and the saints have even more power 
to save than Christ. They come to 
believe that the saints can get them 
into heaven, literally, by the back- 
stairs, even if they die before a priest 
can come to forgive them their sins. 
Saint Joseph, for instance, has been 
Officially proclaimed by the Catholic 
Church as the “Patron of a Happy 
Death.” This special work is given to 
him because he was the foster-father of 
Jesus Christ and because he died 
before Jesus left home to begin His 
ministry. He therefore had Our Lord 
and the Virgin Mary at his deathbed. 
As the husband of Mary, Joseph is 
believed to be very powerful as an 
intercessor with Jesus Christ, and can 
actually get sinners into heaven at the 
last minute even if they die without 
a priest to absolve them. 

Priests go to extraordinary lengths 
to convince their congregations that 
devotion to Saint Joseph is the surest 
guarantee sinners can have of getting 
to heaven. They picture him as heav- 
en’s most powerful ‘politician’ who 
can obtain any favor he wants from 
God. I remember how a priest in 
Naples, Italy, once proved this in a 
sermon to his congregation. Here is 
the story he told (which is true in 
every detail according to what Cath- 
olics are taught about heaven, Jesus, 
Mary, Joseph, Saint Peter, Saint 
Michael and others there) : 
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One day the Archangel Michael, 
the policeman of heaven, came to 
Saint Peter at the golden gates and 
said: “Look here, Peter! How is it 
that there are so many scoundrels in 
heaven who have no right to be here? 
Heaven is swarming with sinners who 
don’t deserve a place even in Purga- 
tory.” 

“Don’t blame me, Michael,” Peter 
replied. “Everyone knows my reputa- 
tion as guardian of the heavenly 
gates. You know I would never let 
even a Pope get in unless I’m sure 
first that all his sins are forgiven and 
that he has served his full time in 
Purgatory. But since you’ve asked me 
a straight question I'll give you a 
straight answer, if you'll come with 
me after I’ve closed up the gates for the 
night.” 

They met as appointed and Peter 
led the way around the outer walls of 


the Celestial City to where the house 
of the ‘Holy Family’ was situated, 
high up against one of the battle- 
ments, and from the back window of 


which the Holy Family — Mary, 
Joseph and the infant Jesus—could 
look down and see everything that 
takes place on earth. 

It was a bright moonlit night and 
Peter drew Michael down behind 
some shrubbery and told him to wait 
and see what would happen. After a 
little while, they heard what seemed 
like pebbles being thrown against the 
window overlooking the wall. In less 
than a minute the window was open- 
ed, and a rope was let down and pull- 
ed up again. At the end of the rope 
was one of the disreputable sinners 
whom Michael had. complained 
about. 

They waited until the sinner was 
hauled in and the window shut. 
“Now,” said Peter triumphantly to 
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the amazed Archangel, “There’s your gle 


answer!” 


Next morning early, Michael, 
dressed in his best official uniform, 
and with a very determined look on 
his face, knocked at the door of the 
Holy Family’s house. Mary opened 
the door and called to Joseph and the 
Child Jesus to welcome their dis- 
tinguished visitor. He took a seat 
and in a tone of the sternest dignity 
turned to Joseph and said: “Joseph, 
I’ve found out what has been going 
on here every night, and I would fail 
in my sacred duty if I did not tell you 
that your practice of getting sinners 
into heaven by your back window 
must stop at once!” 


“I’m sorry, Your Highness,” Joseph 
replied with a guilty look, “but I’m 
publicized on earth as the last refuge 
of dying sinners. I’ve furthermore been 
proclaimed ‘Patron of the Universal 
Church,’ and I’ve solemnly promised 
to get poor sinners into heaven by 


m 
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= 
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hook or by crook who are faithful in| 


their devotion to me during life. | 
simply can’t refuse their appeals and 
let them go to hell. My position and 
reputation as husband of Mary and 
the foster-father of Jesus Christ are 
at stake.” 


Michael rose from his chair, and 
drawing himself up to his full arch- 
angelic height, decisively replied: 


“There can be no exceptions to the ) 
eternal and immutable justice of the} ° 


Almighty God whose stern commands 
I am appointed to carry out to the 
letter. Since the day I hurled Lucifer 
and his rebellious angels from these 
same ramparts of heaven, I’ve been 
entrusted with the duty of keeping 
sinners out of it, and seeing that the 
laws of the Almighty are rigidly en- 
forced.” 
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“In that case,” Joseph meekly re- 
plied, “I can no longer stay in heaven. 
| must go elsewhere and try to keep 
ny promises to poor dying sinners.” 


As Joseph moved to the door, 
Mary ran to him and clutched his 
am. Turning to the unbending Arch- 
angel, she said: “Joseph is my lawful 
husband, and if he goes I go too, and 
then there will be no Queen in 
heaven!” Michael was taken back at 
this thought, and tried to find words 
to meet this unexpected situation. But 
before he could think of anything ap- 
propriate to say, the Child Jesus 
spoke up and said: “And if my 
mother goes I will have to go too, 
and then you'll have no God in 
heaven either!” 

This was too much, even for the 
Archangel Michael, and knowing 
himself defeated, he bowed himself 
put of the house with as much dignity 
as he could muster. 

“And that is the reason why,” this 
| Neapolitan priest told his listeners, 
'“no one who practices devotion to 
Saint Joseph during life will fail to 
get into heaven.” 

There are some, even non-Catholics, 
who will say this is a very realistic 
and human way of preaching to 
| ignorant people who cannot read and 
write or understand the things of God 
in the words of the Gospel. But is 
this sufficient excuse for the Roman 
' Catholic Church which has been the 
| ole, undisputed teacher of Christian 
people for more than fifteen cen- 
































— turies? The Roman Catholic Church 
ifer insists to this day on being the sole 
bese Menerpreter of the Bible, its Pope the 





infallible mouthpiece of God. It could 
as easily have taught the people the 
truth from the New Testament which 
records Christ as saying (John 10: 
| 9): “I am the door: by me if any 
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toms. 
THE GIFT OF SALVATION by Father 
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SERVICES, 10c. 
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OLICS, 10c. 
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man enter in, he shall be saved, and 
shall go in and out, and find pasture.” 
Or again (John14:6) : “I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father but by me.” 
Or again (Acts 4:12): “Neither is 
there salvation in any other, for there 
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is no other name under heaven givey 
among men whereby we must by 
saved.” 

But doing so would have meant them, 
scrapping of its many shrines, saint 
devotions and novenas, which ar 
financially so profitable. 


ROADS TO ROME 


(The following is from ‘Johannes Steel Report on World Affairs’ for March, 1947) 


E VISIT to the United States 

of Cardinal Conrad von Preysing, 
Bishop of Berlin, was widely pro- 
claimed in the American press as a 
completely non-political mission. It 
was said he came only to thank the 
American people for “aid being sent 
to his distressed countrymen.” Some 
New York papers, such as the New 
York Times, reprinted the propa- 
ganda releases from the press office of 
Cardinal Spellman, adding that Prey- 
sing “distinguished himself even be- 
fore 1939 for his opposition to Hit- 
ler’s regime.” 


In reality, the Berlin bishop dis- 
tinguished himself during the Hitler 
regime as a most rabid nationalist 
and pan-German. Concerning his 
trip to the United States, it can be 
stated that he came on a high— 
though confidential—political mission 
which involves the whole of American 
policy toward Germany. Before Prey- 
sing arrived in New York, on an 
American military plane, he had gone 
in secret to Rome to have long talks 
with the Pope and members of the 
Vatican’s State Department. 


In the ’20s and ’30s, the Vatican 
concluded agreements with Musso- 
lini and Hitler which gave the Church 
wide powers, especially in the educa- 
tional field. These infamous Con- 
cordats, which represent a major part 


of the Vatican’s policy toward Ger 
many, Austria and Italy, are stil 
valid. They have never been revoked 
by the Vatican nor by any authority 
of the Allies. All other agreements 
laws, treaties, etc., of the Fascist and 
Nazi regimes in Germany, Austria 
and Italy have long since been de 
clared null and void. 

The Vatican now fears that th 
question of the validity of the Con 
cordats may be raised at the Mosco 
Conference. Since there is the pow 
sibility that not only the Russian 
but also liberal and progressive-min¢ 
ed people in Great Britain and th 
United States, might not be favorab 
inclined toward upholding the Con 
cordats, Cardinal von Preysing’s mis 
sion consists mainly of submittin 
some practical proposals from Pop 
Pius XII to the proper America 
authorities. 

The Vatican is suggesting that ever 
if the Moscow Conference decide 
to abolish the Concordats, the Wes 
ern Powers should preserve the priv 
ileges granted in them—but not oper 
ly and officially, of course. If th 
Catholic Church in western Germany 
and Austria were granted the right 
re-establish and maintain religious 
schools and to revive the numerot 
Catholic organizations which ond 
flourished in central Europe, the Va 
ican, in exchange, would be willing 
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iver throw all its weight behind any com- 


® bined Anglo-American policy directed 
to strengthening Germany and Aus- 
ia (not to speak of Italy) as bul- 
warks against bolshevism. 


A memorandum delivered by Car- 
dinal von Preysing to the State De- 
partment in Washington points out 
that the best way of preventing cen- 
tral Europe from becoming commun- 
ist is to recognize the Catholic Action 
‘} Party. This movement, directed by 
the Vatican and the hierarchy of the 
several countries, would “educate” 
politically, socially and economically 
the Catholic population in Germany 
as it already does with much success 
in Italy. Catholic Action would tell 
Catholics what papers to read, for 
whom to vote and how to fight 
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against any “subversive influences;” 
Catholic Action furthermore would 
organize and supervise all youth 
clubs and centers. 

Cardinal von Preysing, although 
66 years old, is still a very vigorous 
and energetic man, who has always 
combined religion and politics. An 
old friend of Von Papen, his ideal is 
the corporate state ruled by the Cath- 
olic hierarchy. At the beginning of 
the Third Reich, which he had loudly 
welcomed from his pulpit, Preysing 
drafted many speeches of the then 
Vice-Chancellor von Papen. 

At a private gathering in the offices 
of Cardinal Spellman, Cardinal von 
Preysing said to a prominent guest: 
“If the American government sees 
that the social order as approved by 


OUR CHILDREN WENT CRAZY WITH JOY 


| A Hebrew Christian father writes from Poland: 
“Last week we received three parcels from you containing food and clothing and even 


some toys for the children. 


“One of the parcels = a little water doll, among other 

ith joy. For zoe they have had no ae We danc 
appinesss, and tears of joy came to our 
“Dear Pastor, when your be first arrived we aa 
suffering, and in addition © our little girl was down with 
t such a time our Crucified Saviour stretched 
| hands to us through His Tae in America and rescued us unworthy o 


our Society our most fervent gratitude for the 
constant and effective help which pulled us through this most difficult situation. 


simply went crazy 
sharing their b 


} hausted by years of pecan 
| fever for seven w 


“Please convey to all the 


dear friends of 


and our children 
together with them 


the most dreadful a a 


te! out His wre 


Daily we 


prey for you and for all the friends of your Society. May our Heavenly Father be gracious 


bless you all.” 


Hundreds of such pathetic letters come to us constantly from every part of 
Europe and other countries, from people praising God for the help received, or 


| pouring out their hearts full of sorrow and agony.. 
Missionary and Relief Society will be a bl 


- Your gift to the Friends of Israel 
investment which will bring joy, 


lessing—an in 
comfort, and revival of faith and hope to multitudes of Hebrew Christians and 


Jewish people. Please write to 
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Popes Pius XI and Pius XII can ter of Evangelical radio broadcasts, 
alone save Germany and Europe, we According to another release of the 
will do everything in our power to Waldensian Society, the Governme 
help rebuild the Continent, even if we has placed at the head of the Italian 
disagree on some details. We must broadcasting system a fervent fol- 
not only be Christians but practical lower of the Catholic party, as a re 
Christians.” sult of which, broadcasts of Evangel. 
ical services have been changed to 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN ITALY hours that will make it almost im.§] 
E ITALIAN PEACE TREATY possible for them to be heard. At} 
specifically states: times these Evangelical broadcasts§] 
“Italy shall take all measures neces- Were put on the air after it had been 
sary to secure to all persons under announced that the station was shut- 
Italian jurisdiction, without dis- ting down. ae 
tinction as to race, sex, language or ‘There is a glaring contradiction in 
religion, the enjoyment of human proclaiming religious liberty for Pro- 
rights and of fundamental free- testants in a country where the re 
doms, including expressions of ligion of the Roman Catholic Church 
press and publication, of religious is made the sole religion of the State, 
worship, of political opinion and of +i 2 
public meeting.” LAMPOONING THE POPE IN ITALY 
There is serious doubt, however, if 
this will in the end mean full religious 
liberty for Protestants in Italy, in 
view of the article in the draft of the 
new constitution which makes the 
Lateran Pacts—entered into by Mus- 
solini and Pope Pius XI in 1929—the 
basis of Church-State relations in the 
new Republic of Italy. A release of 
the Waldensian Aid Society under 
date of March 7 states: “This is seri- 
ous because the first article of the Lat- 
eran Pact asserts that ‘The Roman 
Catholic, Apostolic religion is the 
only religion of the State. Even 
though, as will probably happen, an- 
other article will guarantee religious 
liberty, our legislation will always 
presuppose that religious liberty must 
be understood in the Roman Catholic 
sense, and therefore in practice it will Saisie: tn in nanan cite 
be very much pared down for those toons being published in Italian newspapers 
who do not belong to the Roman This one is from the Socialist paper Avanti 
Church.” . last ng  . - —_ = int 
A sample of this paring down of Fascism, the Monarchy and Capitalism 
religious liberty for Protestants in ‘8,0 ‘© the protecting hand of the Pope 


: But the preaching of the Gospel, not ridé 
Italy has already occurred in the mat- cule of the Pope, will save the Italian people 
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"THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
have been flooding the secular 
newspapers at great expense with 
their “Catholic Information” pro- 
paganda to lure Protestants into be- 
lieving how wrong they are in their 
knowledge of Roman Catholic teach- 
ings. 

“If you want to know anything 
about the Catholic Church,” they say, 
“ask a Catholic!” Yet, when Catholics 
themselves, who have doubts about 
Catholic teaching, write for correct 
information, their requests are met by 
stony silence, or by outright evasion. 
We have had proof of this from a 
Roman Catholic in St. Louis, Mo., 
who tells us that he is impressed with 
the type of information on the Cath- 
olic Church supplied by THE CON- 
VERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE, which 
he has lately begun to read. “I think it 
serves a real need for those Catholics 
who have left the Church,” he says, 
“and those, like myself, who have 
grave doubts about the truths of cer- 
tain doctrines of the Church.” 

This Catholic reader of our maga- 
zine has been kind enough to send us, 
unsolicited, copies of three very intelli- 
gent letters he wrote some time ago to 
the Religious Information Bureau of 
the Knights of Columbus whose 
“Catholic Information”  advertise- 
ments appear frequently in the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch. All his letters 
were completely ignored, and when 
he then visited his parish priest and 
showed him copies of the letters, the 
priest evaded the issues and bluntly 
told him: “You shouldn’t worry about 
such things.” Here is what this Cath- 
olic reader wrote, on March 4, 1946, 
to Rev. L. J. Fallon, Director, Reli- 
gious Information Bureau of the 
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CATHOLIC INFORMATION, P-L-E-A-SE! 


Knights of Columbus in St. Loui! 
Mo.: 


“Dear Father Fallon: 

“Many thanks for sending me a 
other of your pamphlets, Have Yo 
Met God. Although I have not beg 
able to arrive at any definite decisig 
as yet, your pamphlets have been ven 
helpful and I wish to assure you d 
my appreciation... 

“If I understand it correctly, th 
dividing line, so to speak, betwee 
Catholicism and Protestantism lies j 
the difference of interpretation of 


single passage in the Bible—“Thy que 


art Peter and upon this rock I 
build my Church, etc.” If the 

olic view is accepted, it means also th 
acceptance of a long list of Chur 
doctrines, some of which to the thir 
ing person appear utterly 
and unreasonable. 

“What concerns me probably me 
than anything else are those doctrin 
of fear. For example, the eating of 
piece of meat on Friday is a mortd 
sin for which you may be e 
damned. Failure to attend ch 
on Sunday carries the same iti 
It is not that these and other simila 
obligations are difficult of perform; 
ance, but the thinking person canndf ; 
help but question the value of sud 
laws, their authority, and most of aff 
their extreme penalty. Of what po 
sible good in the sight of God cani 
be for a person to attend church « 
abstain from meat through fear of thi 
extreme punishment imposed by tk 
Church? Are these not perversion 
and travesties of faith? Yet thousand 
on thousands of Catholic people ar 
doing this today. From early ch 
h these fears have been instilled 
into them and remain with most ¢ 
them in adult life. ; 

“This is not to say that there ar 
not many devout people in the Cath 
olic Church, but one would have # 
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be very naive to suppose that most 
of them are fulfilling these obligations 
in a spirit of devotion to God. What 
the result of these doctrines of fear? 
mply a mechanical performance of 
duties, which can only be worthless in 

ang the sight of God. 


“Touching on the authority of the 
--@Church, the Trappist author of Have 
Sih You Met God? after relating many 
| wkind things about Luther, asks the 
question, “What is there in this man’s 
personality, character or moral code 
.fto recommend him or it to a world 
“Ethat is sick unto death with sin?’ 


“I am not qualified to answer that 
question, but the question prompts 
another one, which to me applies with 
wen greater force to the Catholic 
it Church and its leaders. Consider the 
GF history of the Church with its respon- 
f sibilities, whether directly or indirect- 
ums ly, for the centuries of horrors of the 
inquisitions, conversion by force, and 
he shameful conduct of some of its 
Popes, such as Urban II, Eugenius 
Ill, Innocent III, John XII, Benedict 
IX, Alexander VI, Leo X, Pius V, 
Innocent XI, and others, the first three 
being the instigators of the inqui- 
sitions. What is there in this back- 
ground of the Church to recommend 
itas the true Church of Christ? What 
is there in this background that would 
lead one to accept the doctrine of the 
infallibility of the Popes? These men 
were the highest, most powerful spirit- 
ual leaders of their day, yet they most 
HF flagrantly violated the laws of God, 
and the laws of the Church which they 
themselves originated. Martin Luther, 
by comparison, could be a saint. 


“I do not feel that these historical 
facts are something to be lightly 
ed aside as Catholic apologists 
gue prone to do. These facts seem to 
warrant ample justification for ques- 
tioning the divine authority attribut- 
ed to the Church and the infallibility 
of the Popes. 
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“But please do not misjudge me, as 
I can assure you that I am quite open- 
minded on the subject of religion and 
willing to listen to reason. Any com- 
ments or advice will be greatly ap- 


preciated.’ 
—Eric A. Lamy. 


Having received no acknowledg- 
ment or reply, Mr. Lamy wrote again 
to Rev. Fallon under date of Septem- 
ber 1, 1946, as follows: 

“Dear Father Fallon: 

“T read in your advertisement to- 
day on ‘secularism’ that the 70 page 
pamphlet entitled, Have You Met 
God?, will ‘challenge your indifference 
and stir your reason.’ 

“My indifference was challenged 
and my reason was stirred when I 
wrote you on March 4th and again 
on May 6th without receiving a reply 
to either letter. 

“How about stirring out of your in- 
difference to common courtesy by re- 


plying to my letters? Is it possible 
that you have no reasonable answer 
to my questions and comments? Your 
indifference and your reason are now 
challenged.” 


Sincerely yours, 
—Eric O. Lamy. 


When intelligently challenged by 
their own Catholic people, Catholic 
Church apologists have no satisfac- 
tory answers to give them, except that 
they must believe what the Church 
says or be damned. The whole pur- 
pose of these propaganda advertise- 
ments of the Knights of Columbus 
and other Catholic proselyting agents 
is to inveigle ‘gullible’ Protestants in- 
to accepting their specious arguments 
and making them believe that the 
Catholic Church is really not what 
history and Scripture prove it to be. 

In all fairness, if the Knights of Col- 
umbus are so sure of convincing Pro- 
testants of what the Catholic Church 
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teaches, why not begin first with their 
own doubting Catholic people? 


Mr. Lamy is still seeking answers 
to his doubts about Roman Catholic 
Church teaching, and will welcome 
any help or information our readers 
can give him, and which he has failed 
to get from his own Catholic informa- 
tion bureau. His address is: Eric A. 
Lamy, 5820 Cabanne Avenue, St. 
Louis 12, Mo. 
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AS WE GO TO PRESS, Mr. Lamy 
writes to say that at last, more than 
a year after his letter to Father Fallon 
of March 4, 1946, a reply has come 
from him, which Mr. Lamy, however, 
finds very unsatisfactory. Here is our 
advice to him: 


Dear Mr. Lamy: 


I am also very interested and anxious that 
you soon arrive at a settled condition of 
mind. It is important that you obtain full 
assurance of salvation since there is nothing 
oe vital to anyone than this. I can well 

this, since = was only after much heart- 

e and anguish of soul that I came from 
the Roman Catholic priesthood into the light 
of Evangelical Christianity. The joy of thi 
is something that I am anxious to share with 
you, and if there is any way I can help you, 
I will be more than happy to do so. 


Argumentation with Catholic theologians 
is of little use, since the thing that matters 
is a full yielding to the power of God’s grace 
and the personal acceptance of Jesus Christ 
as your complete and perfect Saviour. The 
way I came to this was by discarding the 
argumentative theology and metaphysics 
taught me in so many schools and univer- 
sities. I am asking you, therefore, to place 
yourself in God’s ds and to allow His 
grace to work upon you; to humble yourself 
before Him and to ask Him to enlighten 
your mind and to fill your heart with His 
transforming grace. The knowledge of the- 
ology and metaphysics, the performing of 
works of penance and rituals can never ac- 
complish what this transforming grace of 
God alone can do 


Yours in the Lord’s Service, 
Leo H. LEHMANN 
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*NEXT TO THE ATOMIC BOMR} grt 
the most closely guarded secret in th} yas 
United States is the great sealed box df go, 
Abraham Lincoln’s private papers inf joc) 
the Library of Congress. Untouchelf jit. 
for twenty-one years since it was mf 4 ¢ 
ceived as a gift from Lincoln’s sonf ite, 
Robert Todd Lincoln, the box is saidf pat 
to contain from 12,000 to 16,000 dom J, 
ments, many of which, according to: 
report in the N. Y. Times of last Feb 
ruary 11, “will shed light on great ani} 9¢, 
small events in Lincoln’s life and perk cea 
haps on his tragic death.” The bah its | 
will be opened next July 26. : 
*DOOR-TO-DOOR visitation cam > 


paigns to win souls to Christ are bee 
instituted in many U. S. cities in imitg 
tion of this new technique to obt 
converts first tried out in Montreal, Can 
ada. According to ‘Sunday magazin 
for last February, 1,000 converts signed 
decision cards in the Montreal cam 
paign. Of these 1,000, 235 had Angi- 
can (Episcopalian) background, 16} 
United Church, 81 Presbyterian, 5i 
Baptist, and 34 Roman Catholic—with 
15% of no church affiliation. 


@AN APPROPRIATION of $100,000 to heh 
rebuild the Sacred Heart Convent at Jed 
man, Maine, was asked in Maine's legisiatm 
last March 6. This appropriation of pubk 
funds for a Catholic convent, recently & 
stroyed by fire, was introduced by Sen. Emmet 
A. Boutin of Lewiston. 


*TAVERN WEEKLY, a_anationd 
magazine published for the furtherance 
of the liquor interests, in its March 
issue tells its Irish readers that: “Sain 
Patrick, patron saint of Ireland, is gives 
credit for introducing the distillation 
process into that country.” It has been 
our belief up till now that Saint Pa 
rick drove the snakes out of Ireland! 
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New York State ruled in an unanimous 
A decision last February 27, that “Casual 
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ting or gaming by individuals is not 

crime in this State.” This decision, 
rendered by Chief Judge John T. 
Loughran, reversed the conviction of 
Sam Boston,’ well-known gambler who 
was arrested for taking bets on the Pep- 
Stolz prizefight four years ago. This 
decision coincides with the pastoral 
letter last December 1 of Bishop Musio 
of Steubenville, Ohio, who officially re- 
iterated the Roman Catholic teaching 
that “Drinking and gambling in them- 
selves are not sinful or evil.” 


@CHARGING that the Catholic Church has 
ceated a “second system" of education by 
its parochial schools, Dr. John L. Childs of 
Teachers’ College, Columbia University, bit- 
terly attacked the Catholic Church as weak- 


@THE "WORST BLOCK" in Brooklyn for 
crime and juvenile delinquency is Dean Street 
in the parish of St. Joseph's Roman Catholic 
Church of which Rev. Edward Lodge Curran 
. This admission was made by Father 

imself, according to the N. Y. ‘Times’ 

last February 20, when he appeared in 
to defend two of his parishioners, 


*CLARE BOOTH LUCE has been offered 
$25,000 by Appleton-Century Publishing Co. 
for the publishing rights of her story in book 
form, “Why | Joined the Catholic Church." 
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ADMIRAL ELLERY W. STONE, U. S. chief 
of the Italian Military Affairs Section of 
Allied Force Headquarters, was baptized a 
Roman Catholic in Rome last March 8. Ac- 
cording to the N. Y. ‘Times’ report of that 
date, Admiral Stone was divorced in Reno 
lately and now plans to marry an Italian 
Baroness, Renata Arborio Melia di Santelia, 
whose family has close Vatican connections. 
Godfather at his baptism was Admiral 
Raffaele de Courten, former Chief of Staff 
of the Italian Navy. 


*ANTI-CLERICALISM is gaining in 
Italy, despite even violent efforts of the 
papal forces to stem it, according to the 
Chicago Daily News of last February 
21. The anti-clerical newspaper Don 
Basilio, whose editor was jailed because 
of its anti-papal cartoons, is said to 
have a circulation of 225,000. The 
movement, which Michele Majorana, 
one of its leaders, says is not anti-re- 
ligious, has the following four objec- 
tives: 1. To eliminate the teaching of 
the Catholic religion in the public 
schools; 2. To make Italy a lay state; 
3. To legalize divorce in Italy; 4. To 
abolish the Concordat with Mussolini’s 
regime, which linked the Vatican and 
the Italian state. 


*CATHOLICS recently protested the 
appointment to the Board of Education 
of Hartford, Conn., of Rev. Paolo 
Valasquez, Protestant pastor of a church 
whose members are all former Roman 
Catholics. In a letter to the Hartford 
Times of last March 3, Thos. P. Mul- 
cahy, pastor of St. Augustine’s Roman 
Catholic Church, styled Rev. Valas- 
quez’ appointment “a direct insult to 
the Catholic population of the City of 
Hartford.” His chief reason: because 
his (Rev. Valasquez’) work is with 
Italians who by birth and nationality 
should be members of the Catholic 
Church.” 


@THE STATE OF MISSOURI has levied a 
four per cent tax on the bonds end mortgages 
owned by religious, educational and char- 
itable institutions. 
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@"SCARFACE” Al Capone, king of crime 
during the prohibition era, was buried in con- 
secrated ground at Mount Olivet cemetery, 
near Chicago, last February 4. According to 
a UP dispatch, the Catholic ceremony “was 
attended by many of his former henchmen 
and hoodiums." The officiating priest, Msgr. 
Gorman, declared that this Catholic burial of 
the world's number one gangster was "to 
recognize his penitence and the fact that he 
died fortified by the sacraments of the 
Church." 


DR. FRANK GIGLIOTTI, chief con- 
sultant for the Italian section of the 
OSS during the war and pastor of La 
Mesa Presbyterian Church of San 
Diego, California, was quoted in the 
San Diego Union of last January 22 as 
stating that “more than 700 Protestant 
churches have been founded in Italy 
since the war's end.” During Musso- 


lini’s regime, he said, “Protestants were 
not permitted to hold political offices or 
obtain a license for a government mon- 
opoly,” and that “Catholicism was the 
only religion permitted.” 


@ACCORDING to the N. Y. ‘Times’ Maga- 
zine for last February 23, the total number 
of Church members in the U. S. is now 
72,000,000, and of these 60 per cent are 
Protestants, 32.3 per cent Roman Catholic, 
1.3 per cent Old Catholic, Polish Catholic 
and Orthodox, and 6.4 per cent Jewish. 


@THE LATEST CENSUS in Brazil shows that 
there are in that country 1,047,857 Protes- 
tants, 39,177,880 Roman Catholics, 296,696 
of “no religion,” and 464,000 who profess to 
be spiritualists, according to the ‘Christian 
Century's correspondent. It is estimated that 
more than a million who are listed as Roman 
Catholics are also addicted to the Spiritualist 
cult. 


@COMMUNISTS claim sixty-seven Com- 
munist parties in operation throughout the 
world, and a total membership of 18,500,000 
—including Russia's own 6,000,000. This was 
made known by charts exhibited at the 
Communist party's congress in London last 
February 26, according to the N. Y. "Times" 
of February 27. 
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*THE LONDON TABLET, 
menting on the anniversary of the d 

of Henry VIII, in its issue of last J 
uary 25, accepted as “more charitab 
the account of Archbishop Crans 
who assured the Protestants of thi 
time that “when he asked the dying 
King for a sign that he believed in i 
merits of Christ, the King pressed hy 
hand.” It “charitably” rejects the Cath 
olic version that Henry VIII died 
ing “All is lost,” and that his 
burst open while resting for the night ir 
at Abbey, and dogs licked up hi 
blood. 
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@URUGUAY, smallest of American republic 
continues to fight for its constitutional pre 
ciple of separation of Church and Sten, 
despite the Catholic Church's effort to ip 
pair it, and despite its protests against 
U. S. State Department's refusal to discom 
age the influx of Protestant missionaries, A 
@ result of the long-standing feud betwem 
the Church and State in this 'Catholic’ com 
try, the Government (Colorado) Party, e 
cording to the Philadelphia ‘Bulletin’ of ta 
March 4, recently renamed Holy W 
‘tourist week,’ and its official 
‘El Dia,’ always refers to Pope Pius as 
Pacelli.” 
7 7 7 i 


@LED by Archbishop Mcintyre of New Ya 
City, six Catholic bishops and other Cathe 
spokesmen openly condemned and 

killed the Austin-Mahoney bill in A 
eliminate religious and racial discri 
in institutions of higher learning. in his ¢ 
demnation, Archbishop McIntyre flatly deals 
that “education is a function of the 

and asserted the Catholic teaching that 
the function of the "parent," that is, of 
Catholic Church which commands the 
under threat of excommunication, where 
send children to school and what they mel 
be taught. 
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CATHOLICS CAMPAIGN TO 
SAVE TISO 


A ASGR. JOSEPH TISO, who sold 
out Slovakia to Hitler and ruled 
that Nazi-puppet State until its liber- 
ation in 1945, was brought to trial in 
s8 Bratislava last December as a war 
criminal. He was indicted on 113 
charges of treason, but little has ap- 
me peared since in the secular press. How 
ME this Vatican-favored priest helped 
Hitler to erect a completely “Jew- 
free” Nazi-Catholic State has been 
fully recorded in our magazine during 
the past five years. 
The Roman Catholic Church in 
America has been gathering all its 
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forces and large amounts of money 
to save Tiso from the hangman’s 
noose. On December 7, all Catholic 
newspapers began a campaign defend- 
ing Tiso and calling for mass demon- 
strations in his honor. Sunday, Jan. 
26, was proclaimed throughout the 
United States by Slovak Catholic or- 
ganizations and societies as “Msgr. 
Tiso Day,” according to the Brooklyn 
Catholic Tablet of last Jan. 25. The 
day was started with Masses, proces- 
sions and public prayers at the church 
of St. John Nepomucene on East 
67th Street in New York. In Perth 
Amboy, N. J., a “huge demonstration 
beginning with solemn High Mass” 
was held at Holy Trinity Church, in 


ACME 


MSGR. JOSEF TISO, HITLER’S PRIEST-PRESIDENT OF SLOVAKIA, IS HERE SEEN 
ARRIVING IN BERLIN TO CONFER WITH THE NAZI FUEHRER, GIVING NAZI 
SALUTE TO HIS GUARD OF HONOR. ON HIS LEFT IS VON RIBBENTHROP, 
HANGED AT NUREMBERG LAST OCTOBER. 
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which the Catholic War Veterans took 
part. A mass meeting was also held 
in New York on Jan. 5, attended by 
400 delegates of the Catholic Slovak 
League. 

If official confirmation were needed 
of Tiso’s sell-out of Slovakia to Hitler, 
it can be found in the volumes of do- 
cuments prepared by the U. S. Gov- 
ernment for the Nuremberg trials, 
twenty volumes of which are now 
available from the Superintendent of 
Documents of the U. S. Printing 
Office, Washington, D. C. They are 
entitled: International Military Trials, 
Nuremberg. Vol. VI. p. 393, contains 
Tiso’s Telegram to Hitler as follows: 


“With strong confidence in you, the 
Fuehrer and Reich Chancellor of the Great 
German Reich, the Slovak nation puts itself 
under your protection. The Slovak nation 
requests you to undertake this protection. 

—Tiso.” 


Hitler’s reply follows: 

“I acknowledge receipt of your telegram 
of yesterday and hereby take over the pro- 
tection of the Slovak nation. 

—Adolph Hitler.” 


For his betrayal of the Czechs and 
Slovaks, Tiso received the Iron Cross 
from Hitler on October 25, 1939, and 
again, according to the N. Y. Times 
of March 15, 1943, Hitler “conferred 
the Gold Grand Cross of the Order of 
the German Eagle, the highest of the 
five grades of decoration for foreigners 
on Josef Tiso, President of Slovakia.” 
Pope Pius XII made him a Papal 
Chamberlain. 

On December 12, 1941, this Roman 
Catholic priest as President of Hitler’s 
Nazi-puppet State, declared war on 
the United States. Yet Roman Cath- 
olic propaganda today is trying to 
convince Americans that this Nazi 
war criminal is innocent. Cardinal 
Spellman’s New York Catholic News 
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of last December 7, featured as front. 
page news a statement of Tisoj 
bishop concerning “the unimpeachs. 
ble character of the man.” Slovaki 
135,000 Jews—men, women and chil 
dren who were despoiled, deported ang 
slaughtered—give the lie to this. 


DECREE OF NULLITY — 
BECAUSE of the many inquirig 

we have had for further enlighten. 
ment on the reproduction of the “De 
cree of Nullity” issued by the Roma 
Catholic Tribunal of the State of Wis 
consin and published on pages 24 and 
25 in the January issue of our mage 
zine, the following facts may heb 
those who fail to understand the im 
plication of the matter. 





































religion of all baptized Christiz 
This means it recognizes no juri 
diction in the Protestant minister ¢ 
the State to legislate for the validity 
of the marriages of all Christians. 

2. In non-Catholic countries such 
as the United States, the civil lav 
relating to marriage must be a¢ 
hered to by the Roman Catholic 
Church, which acts, however, as if 
that law did not exist and advise 
its members to use it or not to 
meet its own marriage legislation. 

3. The “Decree of Nullity” r 
ferred to leaves the adulterous hus 
band in the case free to contrac 
another marriage with the full ap 
probation of the Roman Catholic 
Church. In order to avoid th 
penalty for bigamy, of course, the 
priest will advise him to obtain < 
civil divorce according to the la 
of the State of Wisconsin, evel 
though the Roman Catholic Church 
holds that he was never legally 
married to his first wife by that law. 
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What effect does this have? In the 
‘I first place, it is evidence of a conflict 
between the marriage laws of the 
state and those of the Roman Cath- 
ic Church, and the denial by the 
Roman Catholic Church of any in- 
herent right of the State to legislate 
for the marriage of its citizens who 
are Christians. The Protestant Arch- 
bishop of York, England, recently 
warned the Roman Catholic Church 
that any one who denies the validity 
of a marriage performed by a Pro- 
testant minister “could be liable to 
pay heavy damages for slander in a 
court of law.” 


Another possible effect is that the 
Roman Catholic people may be led to 
take advantage of the clash between the 
Church and the laws of the State, 
namely, they would purposely con- 
tract a marriage with a Protestant in 
Protestant church, thus leaving the 
ay open for a repudiation of the 
marriage on the basis of Roman Cath- 
dlic law. 


Furthermore, it is not unreasona- 
ble to expect that a Roman Catholic 
thus seeking divorce in a civil court 
would be more liable to receive favor- 
able consideration from the judge if 
he were a Roman Catholic. A Roman 
Catholic judge, in such a case, would 
be more than anxious to dissolve a 
union of a Roman Catholic with a 
Protestant which his Church holds to 
be sinful, and thus enable the Roman 
Catholic to marry again according to 
his Church’s laws. 
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DON'T BE ALARMED! 
YOUR JUNE ISSUE of our magazine may not 
arrive till about June 6. 


THE BLACK HAND 
“STANDING in the Vatican's path is Britain, 





newspapers today, one can 
see that the Vatican's policy is to ruin Britain 
and thus accomplish the purpose of the 
black hand of the Pope working behind the 
scenes. Your magazine has made this clear 
in your articles on the Papal alliance with 
the Mohammedans in India, with the Arabs 
in Palestine, with Franco in Spain, Salazar in 
Portugal, Peron’in Argentina—not to men- 
tion its alliance with Mussolini and Hitler." 

—M. F. K., Springfield, Mass. 


MIXED 
MARRIAGES 
can be 
PREVENTED. 


Read my 
new pamphlet 


T 


“HOW TO PREVENT 
MIXED MARRIAGES” 


25c. per copy 





TRACTS: $1.00 per 100; 6 for 10c. 


1. Tradition 2. Purgatory 3. esol 
will mail a pamphlet (The Po 
Pocket “Question Box) to five of your i 
to Roman Catholics and priests—and 
copy to you. 


Order from JOSEPH ZACCHELLO 


P.O. Box 381, Times Square Station 
New York 18, New York 
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A FORMER NUN sends the follow- 
ing appreciative note: 


“THANK YOU so much for showing 
me that my dearest Lord can be found 
and loved outside the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. 


—Mrs. C. C., Oakland, Cal. 
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THE FOLLOWING is a letter one 
of our readers wrote to Eversharp, 
Inc.: 


Eversharp, Inc. 
1800 West Roscoe St. 
Chicago, Illinois 


Dear Sirs: 


In my opinion a new low was reached on 
your radio program on Sunday night last 
when Phil Baker stopped in the middle of 
the show to introduce, from the audience, a 
man who according to Mr. Baker had been 
instrumental in putting out a fire in a Ro- 
man Catholic Church in New York City. 
This in itself was bad enough, but when he 
spent much time on a commercial program 
to advertise the history of this church and 
then, as though that was not enough, he im- 
plored his listeners to be sure to go to that 
church to pray, it all adds up to the most 
unfair, unethical and contemptible job of 
spreading political-religious propaganda that 
this writer has ever listened to over the air- 
ways. 

Please remember that the air audience was 
ever seventy-five cent non-Catholic, and that 
Protestants have a living and a personal 
Christ to whom they can go at any time and 
at any place without help from any church. 
Certainly they do not need direction along 
this line from comic entertainers on the radio, 
especially when it comes in the middle of a 
strictly commercial program. 

Believing as | do, and as many of my 
friends do, that you owe your public an 
apology, | trust that you will give this matter 
your most serious consideration. 


Yours very truly, 
—AL YOUNG, Long Beach, Cal. 


@ Send sample copies of our magazine 
to your friends. We will mail them for 
you — 10 for $1.00. 


About Books 


“FROM SCENES LIKE THESE," by Ethel 
Wallace; Hathaway and Bros., Phila; 
233 pp. Price $2.00. 

A CHARMING BOOK brimmed full of humas. 

interest snatches from the home-life of @ 

old-fashioned Protestant family. This book 
will prove the value of preserving, at al 
costs, our Protestant heritage. 
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“THE RELIGION OF A VAGABOND,” by 
Thomas Dreier; Harper and Bros., N. Y,; 
189 pp. Price $2.00. 
THE AUTHOR, born a Roman Catholic, seeks 
comfort and power, not from the Church of 
his birth, but from his feeling of freedom, joy 
and confidence in himself. This book illu. 
trates the need and effect of a practical re- 
ligious belief, yet fails to point the reader te 
the unique source of all comfort and power, 
Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God. 
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“THEY LAUGH AT GOD," by Dr. Willian 

Potter; ‘The Pilgrim,’ Siloam Springs, 

Ark.; 35 pp. Price $.30. 
A SIMPLE DEVOTIONAL BOOK skilfully con 
tresting the tenets of Modernism with those 
of Fundamentalism and explaining many of 
those beliefs by homey similes. 

7 v 7 

“THE CHURCH AS EDUCATOR,” by Conrad 

H. Moehiman; Hinds, Hayden & Eldredge, 

New York; 184 pp. Price $2.00. 
ADVOCATING complete separation of Church 
and State in matters of education Dr. Moehi- 
man, like many Modernists, allows his dislike 
of Fundamentalism to overshadow his de 
testation of the motives of the Roman Cath 
olic Church. This book, although it may not 
have been the intention of the author, clearly 
proves the necessity for personal acceptance 
of Christ before any vitalizing effect of Chris 
tianity may be felt on education. 


v v v 
“PROPHETIC YEARS 1947-1953," by Wing 
Anderson; the Kosmon Press, les. 
Angeles; 234 pp. Price $3.00. 
MR. ANDERSON records some fulfilled 
some unfulfilled prophecies, few of which are 
religious, made by various people. He of 
monishes his readers that much will transpire 
from now until 1953. 
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The Work of Christ's Mission 


Public Meetings of Worship, Testimonies and Forum, every Sunday 
at 3:30 in the afternoon, in the Auditorium at 229? West 48th Street, 
half a block west of Broadway, New York City 


(Sunday meetings are under the direction of Rev. A. Caliandro) 


HRIST’S MISSION was 
founded in New York City in 
1879 by Rev, James A. O’Connor, 
a former Roman Catholic priest. 
Having come to the knowledge 
of true Christian teaching, he de- 
termined to make it known to his 
former Catholic brethren. A 
special feature of his Mission has 
been to help other priests to fol- 


fore maintains its platform in the 
heart of New York City as an 
open forum for the discussion of 
the vital differences between the 
| religious and cultural values of 
Reformation teaching and those of 
| Roman Catholicism. . 

It also seeks. to enlighten non- 
Catholics as to Vatican-inspired 
activities against civil and religi- 
low his example and to enable | ous liberty..In treating of this 
them to find positions in life after subject, however, it carefully dis- 
resigning from the Roman priest- tinguishes between (1) the Roman 
hood. In the more than sixty Curia, (2) the hierarchy, and (3) 
years of its existence, Christ’s the Catholic laity. It does not 
Mission has aided a large number | assail individuals, but speaks 
of former Catholic priests in this plainly about the aims and work- 
way. ings of the politico-religious sys- 

Its articles of incorporation tem of Roman Ecclesiasticism, of 
state that Christ’s Mission was | which they all form a part. Nor 
founded for the purpose of mu- | does it connect any considerable 
tual improvement of religious | percentage of the laity with the 
knowledge and for the further- | political schemes of either the 
ance of religious opinion. It there- Vatican or the hierarchy. 


CHRIST'S MISSION — Form of Bequest 


I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, incorporated in the State of 
New York, the sum Of $...0.0cccccccnmcnmumuunen to be applied to the uses and 
purposes of said Mission. 


YOUR COOPERATION IS or AND YOUR CORRESPONDENCE 


When in New York City, come to our meetings. We cordially welcome you. 
CHRIST'S MISSION . . 229 West 48th St., New York 19, N. Y. 





VITAL INFORMATION on the ROMAN CATHOUIG LIC QUESTI 


9. 


PAMPHLETS 
FATHER O'CONNOR, Founder of | 


HOW THE POPES TREATED > 

_ ne ie. eae 
. CLERICAL FASCISM IN 
ARGENTINA... Se 
CLERICAL FASCISM IN ITALY 15c 
CLERICAL FASCISM IN AUS- 
TRIA . fo 
CLERICAL FASCISM IN MEXI- 
co ile 
HOW THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
HELPED HITLER TO POWER....15c 
JAPANESE-VATICAN ENTENTE 15¢ 


BOOKLETS 


A. THE GIFT OF SALVATION, 
Father Charles Chiniquy 


B. METHODS OF WITNESSING 
ROMAN CATHOLICS, by JAMES A 
CARDER — New, enlarged edition, 

C. IS ROMANISM IN THE BIBLE? t 
Stephen L. Testa. One hundred ¢ 
tions Roman Catholics cannot anewall 


D. WAS PETER POPE? by James Di 

les— This masterful work ‘ 

once for all the false claim upon which 

te whale aomcneen. ate Tay ; 
45 pages; paper covers 


(4 copies for $1.00) ee 
E. CAN CATHOLICISM WIN 


9a. THE CLERICAL-FASCIST BE- 
TRAYAL OF FRANCE ........................15¢€ 
10. THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN 
HITLER’S MEIN KAMPF 
10a. are EDUCATION AND 
soci initiatives 15¢ 


(5 copies for $1.00) 
F. VATICAN POLICY IN THE SB 


10b. HOW THE PAPACY-CAME TO 
POWER 


11. 
12. 


13. 


nie riatanigitoog le 


VATICAN POWER ‘POLITICS IN 
IRELAND -. sinsceaiptsectsinnaicteal AN 
HOW MANY CATHOLICS — 
REALLY ARE THERE? ................. 
THE ROAD FROM ROME 


13a, FROM MONASTERY TO CHRIST 10c 


14. 


15. 


16. 
17. 
19, 
20. 


22. 


25. 


THE CONVERSION OF ROMAN 
CATHOLICS .. 

BISHOP STROSSMAYER’S 
SPEECH IN THE eee he 


COUNCIL 

CATHOLIC BISHOP’S OATH 1 io 
THE POPE 

THE INS AND OUTS OF THe * 
JESUITS 15¢ 
IS ITALY A CATHOLIC COUN. 
EE ceenedeetinninvengunin eee 
THE POPE THAT NEVER | WAS 
BG I hetnctintiensecepriisstonsnecsps tenes ~ 32 
LISTEN TO LUTHER 
WHAT CAN BE DONE FOR THE 
POOR SOULS IN PURGATORY? 5c 
CATHOLICS AND HERETICS ........ 
THE SPLIT between Roman 
Catholicism and Christ 00-10 


— Kindly order by number — 


ieee 


OND WORLD WAR, Sete: L. H. 
mann—New Booklet, 48 
(5 copies for $1.00) 


G. WHICH RELIGION—RO 
PROTESTANTISM OR CHRIST? & 
Rev. George Wells Arms; a cofic 
analysis of the contrast between Rom 
Coaiic. enehiae Saroe oe 
Christianity Booklet, 42. pages... 

H. THE PRESENT ANTICHRIST, by 
Fred Peters. Whether or not an 
Christ is to come at the end of t 
world, the author holds and pre 
the Papacy is the Anti-Christ 
with us as the counterfeit of 


K. CATHOLICISM & COERCIC 
by James D. Bales, 28 p 

L. THE PROTESTANT FAITH, by I 
George A. Crapullo, 40 pp. 

M. THE PROBLEM OF ANTICHRIS 
by Fred Peters 

©. FATHER CHINIQUY, His life ai 
RN cibtirtceeninin 


caeeeeeceeceeeneeene 


sanseeseceresneccsceersanesssoseeses scones: 


— Kindly order by letter — 


Order form 
AGORA PUBLISHING CO., Dept. 716CL 


120 Liberty Street 


New York 6. N. 
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